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PART I: THE PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL
DISCUSSIONS

Chapterl

EagleLake Montana,SundayOctoberl0, 2010

The lightweight monofilament linevhispered

as it whirredlazily three times through the crisp
Montana morning air ina slowmotion ever
increasingS pattern. Like a featherthe line



TOM HOKE THE INDIAN AND THE COWBOY 4

gentlylandedflat onthe smooth surfacef Eagle
Lake, and atiny handcrafted brightly colored
yellow fly barely penetratedthe surface
accompaniethy asoftplinkd s ound

Lightfoot smiledin admiration ashegood
doctor hit his intended target Before hecould
quietly offer finice castD o ¢ 0 lakehserface
exploded as the full length of a large trout,
mouth filled with artificial bait, leaped into
space and tried, in vain, sthhakethe hook

A OKs c or3etd £ i f y O U | an
Lightfoot acknowledgedhis deepgravel voice
filled with lingering hope the line would break
or the trout would jumpmgainand spit outthe
hook. Four leaps against an ever tightening line
brought the big fish into DocAnder sonds
waiting net.

A T Ckever Cowboysare winning against
the Idiot Indian® Doc proclaimed tweaking
Lightfoot with a wide smile and a show afhite
teeth as he held up his beautiful catch for
Lightfoot to admire but Lightfoot was
preoccupied with a snag ims reel.
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AMust we i gdDoc/speputatech d s
ASur e I Ixanivaredy\ifyitd He grabbed
the big fish witha bony hand and flipped the
barbed hook from the fish
motion the trout was almost freeHe placed it
back in the water, letting the motion of the water
revive his latest catchlt quickly wiggled from
sight.

ADoesndt couUookedupandi ght f
spoke slowly for full effect, tossinthe verbal
bait toward his companionHe had fished with
the good doctorfor 25 years, and with practiced
experience he knew exactly how to deto c 6 s
goat.

A Wh a t do you mean it
Doc demandedrearranging the thickong red
mustache o each side of his face itugs of
defiance which were always a sure signal he was
about to go ballistic.

fil di dn 6 fand st.e Wherg 3 it®
Lightfoot challengedwith both hands extended
in wonderment

Docbs cell ptdngiom e Heb r o k e
flipped open the covaand glanced at the screen
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The contour lines in his thin face and his deeply
set brown eyes indicated to Lightfoot thasual
Sundayfishing trip was about to come to an
abruptend

SuddenlyL i g ht flyorad tbénsfromh a
massive strikerbm the largest fish of the day.
Doc smiled in premeditatedanticipation as the
line screamed off the reel. When all the line was
gong Lightfoot noticed too late thene had not
been tied on the endf the reel He watched
helplessly as the huge fish and his line
disappeared into thblue green water of Eagle
Lake

A ldw could thathappe® You rewaoked
our rods just this mornin
aloud.

AYup, what a SsShame yol
attached o Doc @ fbit eao eoderly
sympathetic

A HowoOd you know It W
Lightfoot demanded angrily his black eyes
focused on hisrustedfriend.
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N S o ndign | had an emergencyext
messageand weneed togo now ddoc ignored
Li ght uestian pudled in the achor and
turned on the electric trolling motorei used to
get around théake

Lightfoot finally realized Doc had
purposely rigged his rod to fail if anything big
hit. In an angry voice he askefiywhy do we
have to go whiléhe scoreis i e d ? O

Glancingat his cell phonepPoc read the
threewordsof text Clovins, CircusHe | p! 0O
was from: A. ThoLnooo k shoserepkreers t
who arrived eserday to cover the Presidential
Hopeful Discussionshave taken over the town
The City Hall meetingis on Tuesday but he
Mayor needs our help, NOW!

Doc tied up the boat whileightfoot took
the fishing equipment to hiseatup 1954 GMC
pickup truck and pitched everything
unceremoniouslyinto the open bed. Thehe
askal in a pleading tond}Since we are tied 2 to
2, can wecome back oWednesday o

AOnly i f you®®dceepledn t o
AAt | east tedwithdgrinee, 0 he a



TOM HOKE THE INDIAN AND THE COWBOY 8

Chapter2

The Big Trout café irRed Montana was filled
with hungry, noisy, impatient byproducts of the
mass mediahysteria all trying to get the
attention of Jodie, the rehired waitress who
was doing her best to keepntrol over the mob
of reporters who had invaded and overrun her
restaurant.
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AWhat would you I|i ke f
asked a man dressed in a plaid shirt, jeans, and
tennis shoes. A YOU! 0 he todheponde
amusement and obvious delight of his fellow
journalists.

Jodie kept her calm and said simply:
ANext, 0O as she turned to
sitting beside the first
eggs, toast, bl ack coffe
without fanfare, hoping at least to get something
to eat. Jodie turned on one heal and shouted the
order to Benny in the kitchen. Then she plunked
a glass of cold water in front of the man who had
ordered and quickly went to the next table filled
with reporters who had witnessed the
action/reaction effectat the first table. When
askedfor their breakfast orderghey responded
politely, and their breakfast orders were turned
in as Jodie did her best to handle the sudden
surge in business as professionally as possible
under the circumstances.

e

AnHey,6taryeonu going to w
the man who had tried to make a fool of her
shouted | oudly asgesporese st oo
was classic as she picked up a broom and yelled
back: ASur e, | 6m gonna w
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wait on you to get out of my restautan 0 She
chased him all the way to the doand with a

sweep of her broom she swatted his backside as

he left.

Next door to the Big Trout caf€ity Hall
was providing the backdrop faramera crews
interviewing MayorTom Branson. Tonsoared
to 6 feet 8inches in his boots, and his Stetson
made him look 7 feet tall, especially to some of
the reporters who had to look up, straining their
necks at a 45 degree angle to even Hee
bottom of his chin Standing on the City Hall
steps he presented an impagfigure as he held
his hands up signaling he was about to speak.

AThe citizens of Red
you to the first in a series of Presidential
Hopeful Discussionsto be heard throughout
A me r i cha Mayor spdke firmly and loudly
as hescannedhe assembled crowd of reporters
andlookeddirectly into theTV c a mer as .
have chosen our small town in order to get a
glimpse of how people all over America really
feel about the 2012 Presidential electaord the
potential candidatesand we hope tdiscuss the
problems plaguing America during a free
exchangeof ideas and ideals As our invited

N
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guests youneed tounderstand you are not in
Washington, D.C., and you are expected to be
mindful of our laws and the rules and regulations
we have regardinghese important discussions.
We hope you will behaveesponsibly o

As Branson paused and was about to
continue, a voice from the middle of thackof
reporters suddenly interruptedl,May or Br ans
are y ou a Republican or
Obviously the mn was trying tacreatea story
for his magazine.

A am an American, 0 Br
afriendly Montana smile.

A But how di d y ou vot i
election?0 the same man p

A | di dnot vote in the
Mayor answered the question.

AWhy didnot you vote, 0
continued, looking for somethinganything to
put into print.

The network video camera teamsvere
capturing the event too, arab they zomedin
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on Br a n s ohaird monitéra weee filled
with a secondsmile as the mayor responded
easilyiBecause there was nob

The numberf reporters and nesvmedia
people gathering around City Hajfew as the
interview continued. A gung man in a three
piece suit, looking entirely out of place for the
state of Montana on a fall day cut to the chase:
AWhat do you think of our

Mayor Branson rolled his eyes and then
rearranged t h e guestion. A Ou
Obama? A n6t you | istening?
didndt vote for a Republ.
he may beyour President Obama, but he
certai nl yYouasked me what htleink
of him, so | am going to tell you. | thirkbama
is a charismatic professional politician who
unfortunately for the sake of our country
represents only the Democratic side thfe
equation.  His promises, like those of all
politicians, are filled with lies and halfuths,
and his responses to the finalccrisis since
2008 are making a total mess of our futuneda
thefutureof our chil dren. o
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A voice shouted from t
are aracist 0

Branson looked into the crowdStepping
down to ground level, hea s k e d : A Wh o
that ?0 iéim edentifiedhhémself by
timidly holding up his hand, Branson walked to
within inchesof the fellow, picked him up with
both handsandholding himat eye leveteplied,
ANope | ittl e rhotsy butal,do I am
despise what has happened to Americaing
the past few years. The honest, haatking, as
in 6 e mp | ,onemlei& of this society have
been the fodder and the stomping ground for the
Republicans and the Democraasd the endless
graft and corruption displayed by our
Governmenthasbeenshoved down our throats
unt i | we choke. We are
dropped the man into the dusty street as all hell
broke loose Reporters and camera crews and
talking heads ran frantically to produce their
OBREAKI NG NEWS©O.

As the TV networks focusk on Mayor
Branson with onefinal wide smile and a gleam
in hiseyehea d d e d : nlt | ooks ||
a nice gathering of the people on Tuesday night.
I hope everyone in Americ
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He stepped to the curlgot into hisold
jeep and disappeared in the direction of his
ranch outside of town before anyone realized
what hadhappened
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Chapter 3

Washington, D.C., The White House

Jremy Powellds only func
the White House lia@n teamwas to monitor the

TV news channels all day every day and to
immediately report any news whicimight
suggesta negative impact on the QOba re

election campaign. Withraarrayof 46 inch

monitors in front of him, Jeremy hadll his

bases covered, but eas not prepared for what
happened next. Simultaneously all the monitors
produced a profusion of capital letter text
messages scrolling across the screen proclaiming
ASPECI AL BULLETI No, A NEW
and ABREAKI NG NEWS! 0o
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Jeremy recorded every major netwik
channel all the time He could playback
anything i nstantl y. A f
filled the screen as a text line indicated the scene
was coming from a place called Red, Montana.
Jeremy knewRed, Montana would be hosting
Presidential Hopeful Brussionsin two more
days, so tils news was crucial tdlOb a ma 6 s
operation plans Stunned, he listened as the
reporter indcated the Mayor of the small fo
place town, a man named Tom Branson, was
depicted as a Racist and aAtnericanredneck
cowboy. A video clip showed Branson picking
up a reporter andhen dropping him to the
ground. The scene was repeated over and over
again as the reporter explained Mayor Tom
Branson had apparently gone berserk.

On another channel Bransonwas
explaining, 0 I t hi nk Ob a
professional politician who unfortunately for the
sake of our country represents only the
Democratic side of the equation. His promises,
like those of all politicians, are filled with lies
and halftruths, andhis responses to the financial
crisis since 200&re making a total mess of our
future and the futures of
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A short video had Mayor Branson

proclaiming,il di dndt vote for &
Democrat, so he may h®ur President Obama
buthecertainly isnét mine. o

The other channels followed the action as
the Mayor of Red, Montana beating a hasty
retreatin his jeep roared offin a cloud of dust.
The reporter he had mathandled, Guy
Martineau,looked like he had been stomped on.
Coveredwith dust from his maulingnd limping
on his right leg Martineau looked into th&V
camerasvith delight, but hespoke with apparent
pai n, A | am going to pre:
monst er !'TY clip of Martineau being
picked up and then abruptly apped to the
ground was repeated six times on one channel
alone before the ASPECI AL
back to the normal programming. The mass
media feedig frenzy on other channels
continued for another 13ninutes beforeall
monitors wereagain showingsoapoperas and
old reruns. By then Jeremy Powell was in the
Oval Officedisplayingseverakapes to President
Obama.

The President was not happy about being
interrupted. Hevas playing with hidPortuguese
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water dog, Bp and hewas already late for a
meethg with a group of Japanese businessmen
who had been invited for a tour of the White
House. As the Japanese waited in another room,
Obama quickly sized up the situation in Red,
Montana.

After viewing the videos Obama asked,
fiHow can we get out of the trip to Red,
Mo nt an aARvays at his side,his chief
advisor, Jackson Monroe, suggested easily,
AWhy donot we send I N s
posing as Oreporterso and
swine flu so thdittle town of Red, Mordnawill
have to be quarantined and you wonot
go?d

ABrilliant! Do it!o (
smile reserved for his staff rather than the huge
smile manufactured for the TV cameras and the
mesmerizedAmerican public, and he turned to
join the Japanesbusinessmen outside.

ARnConsi der it done! 0 J a
nNnConsi der it done! 0
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Chapterd

Two miles outside of towrBranson called Doc
Ander son. thé tBxh messade ¢ seqgte t
from City Hall before my interview | 6 ve t ak e
care of the clowns for the moment, and the
circus doesnot oftheyrmreunt i |
really scrounging for atory. Meet me at the
ranch &lhybu dll @dout it overan ice

cold beer. Bringhe Indianand | 61 | ma k e
hegetsoe t oo. O

Docbdés reply was <cl assi

AAhhha, t he Mayor gi vin
| ndi ané. nowal ieddneé eSéesyoua
in five minutes. o
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Tom Br ans avas@ singlestory,c h
3 bedroom 2 bath 2400 square footeplica of
the Old West. A large, open, rambling living
room with a hugedouble sided fireplace took
center stage, and the outsized picture window
framed a fabulous view of the nearby Red
Mountains, covered with snow. Along the walls
various mounted deer, buffalo,and antelope
heads indiceed Tom was an avidas well as
successful hunter.

A widower, Branson had chosen not to
remarry after his loving wife oR2 years had
died of breast cancer. His dog, Jasmine, was a
large boned but skinny Golden Retriever.
Jasnine had only one purpose in life, gt the
ball. With a wagging tail Jasmine had greeted
Branson at the front doprball in mouth
Bransontook the ball, threw it as far as he could
into the front yard and left the front door
slightly ajar so both # dog and his friends, Doc
and the Indian could come irHe walkedto the
refrigerator and grabbed a cold beeginking
into a leather chair by the fireplacky habit he
turned on the TVto catch the weather.This
time of year Mother Nature sometimesywded
unexpected surprises.
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Jasmine barked outside at the arrival of
Doc and the Indian, and all threateredhrough
the front door in single file, with Jasmine
leading the wayball in mouth just as the TV
sounded donealert fori BREAKI NG. NEWSO0

i Geat c ol Bramsoneoddad in the
direction of the kitchen.

A HMMMNnNnN, coul dnot wa i
had an amused look on his face.

ADinking alone! 0 the
fiDefinitelya bad sign. O

AQui et ! I want to he
mediamorons aresaying about your illustrious
Mayor ! o Br anstohs ligsarnd hi s

hi s sShttuuu d

ANowherevill e America
today when Tom Branson, Mayor of Red,
Montana inhospitably treatetthe reporters and
news anchors preparing f
Presidential Hopeful Discussions to a glimpse of
old-fashioned redheck mentality. Mayor
Branson, in his bidadboots and hiding under
the brimof his cowboyhat, made a mockery of
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the forthcaning nationally televised event by

I ndicating he doesnot \
apparently hate®UR President Obama, dislikes

both the Democratic and Republican Partas)

after making aracist remark, hurled a small
reporterto the ground, stomping on hibrefore
drivingoffinafitofr age. 0

Branson muted the sound so he could
discuss the situation with his two best friends.
The video continued to repeat the scene of the
reporter being picked up and dropped, or as the
news medi aFlumg¢éophe graueddand
stomped on. o

A | think you need a ne
man, 0 Doc Anderson sugges
a nod.

fil can get my bow and arrow and be your
security guard i f you wan
as he gulped at his beer.

Branson glared at the two guys fake
contempt and softlyreplied i | need your
the next few days until the circus leaves town.

Are you busy doing anything other than
fishing?o
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il have some prisoners
Lightfoot commented, openirtys leather jacket
and flashing his shiny silvé&heriff badge.
AThesyt jduondét okhewadtegdet pc
at the near riot sceron TV.

AnAnd I have S 0 me skun
t o wn , offer&lofés the only doctor for 100
mi |l es and the only vet,
polecats mixed up with theft-raft invadingour
humble little town and slamding our marvelous
Mayor. Of course if one of the animals has a
broken leg, likethe reporter you craaed, | may
just have to shoot him and put him out of his
miseryo

Branson took three more beers offeth
refrigerator shelf and herded his two friends into
the pool room. The pool table was in the center
of the room, and the room provided ample space
for the wall to wall gun racks. Every
conceivable type of weapon waspayed along
all four walls, from shotguns to Winchester
rifles.

Doc grabbeda 12 gauge shotgun and
repeatedhe same exclamatiohe had made for
the past 15 G&yleade !sa AThi s
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Right on cue Bransoadded i They
loadedb

The Indian asked the logical question,
ABut why are they al/l

Tom had the answer
this way you don'have to wonder if they are
| oaded or unl oaded. o

The three fiends laughed at their timely
tradition astheyselected their favoriteue sticks
to prove one more time who could and who
could not play pool. The problems in Red were
forgotten, at least fahe moment

ar e

| oa

dow
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Chapter 5

RepublicarNational Headquarter, Washington, D. C.

Jesse Arnoin charge of Public Relations for the
Repuwblican Party, adjusted his tie the mirror

and granted his approval
always knew precisely how to handle every
situation.  When aRepublican Senator got

caught with someone other than his wife of 30
years in a compromising position, it was Arno

who provided the covemp. If it was a
Democratic Senator, he provided the evidence.
Someti mes It warssoldeta p o s s
problem, because the bhders kept getting
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larger and more frequent, but all in all Arno did
amazing things.

He had been asked to address the
RepublicanPresidential Candidate Committee in
regard to theBREAKING NEWS from Red,
Montana. Arno knew exactly what the
Committee wald ask He knewprecisely his
response. And he knew what their response to
his response would be.

He knew they would ask how the
Republicans should handle events in Red,
Montana during the nationally televised event.
Then they would ask him what eded to be
done to counteract the negative publicity being
generated by the townos
Finally he knew they would ask him to fly to
Red, Montana and personally handle the
situation.

His 25 years in Washington proved
correct. The Comrttee selectedhim to make
sure the much publicized
hand, and it was his role to personally make sure
the Democrats got as much bad publicity as
possible. Arno pickedwo of his best men to
accompany him, knowing they could be tegt
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to do anything he asked, from acting as shills in
the audienceand making the Democrats look
stupid, to acquiring any information needed
from any source. Their press corps
identification cards were forged, and there was
no way they could be linked tdné Republican
Party. If they got caught, they were on their
own. Of course they would still be on full
salary, paid foby ananonymousource through
the Republican Campaign Fund, so in the event
their activities were compranised everything
was fine. Theywvould receivefull pay, even for
jail time.

The RepublicanPresidential Candidate
Committee had asked him about Mayor
Bransonost ircoregaré to the
Republicans: A T h e h o nwokihg, asma r d
Oempl oyed©éd, members of th
the fodder and the stomping ground for the
Republicans and the Democrats and the endless
graft and corruption, have been shoved down our
throats until we choke. 0O

Al t han pdesuade oar thiekkinned
Mayor to refrain from further remarks about
Republicans and to concentrate on the
Democrats. My men are professionals, and they
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can make hinsing a different tune | am suee.
Arno emphasized his response to the problem
would be swift and certain.He concluded with

his usuals n a k e  hdcharrdpl | evill éhake
sure the town of Red, Montana gets a reputation
they so well deservel! o
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Chapter6

Red MontanaMunicipal Airport, Monday, October 10,
2010

The sleekLearjet 85 bounced ontdhe runway

at 140 mph and almost slid off the shairstrip.
The flight from Washington, D. C. had been
uneventful until then, and two of th@assengers
had their expertly @fted counterfeited
credentials in perfect order, but there was one
problem. They were drunk. They had been
briefed by the White Housen how to behave.
The twowere supposed to get together with the
other reporters and news media people and just
be friendly. They had to arrive with red eyes,
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indicating a possible fever, as well as a sickly
appearance because they were supposed to have
swine flu.

The 4 hour trip had taken a tothough
andtwo emptybottles of scotch were left behind
on the plae as they stumbled down the stairway
and into the terminal building.

The White Housealso supplied a doctor
who, once the reporters mixed and mingled a bit,
would certify they had swine flu and the entire
town would have to be quarantined. Everything
had b take place quickly so there would be time
to cancelthe departure oPresidenDbama from
Washington.

Doctor | r v credentials fvéres o n 0 s
beyond reproach. He represented The White
House, andfihe said someone had swine flu,
they had swine flu Doctor Johnsontook a
separate cab from thHeed, Montanaairport and
arrived at the Eagle Hotéh time to move into
his private room. The ot
a room because they would be put in quarantine
with most of the townspeople.
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After he cheked in,Johnson immediately
went to Peteds Place, the
to wai't Il nside wuntil t he
up. He would then immediately recognize the
symptoms of swine flu and call for a quarantine.

Sitting in t hlaxe aihixk of
usual table, Doc Anderson was watching
disgust as the milling circus overwhelmed his
town. Usually he knew everyone in thar, but
today he only recognized four townspeople. The
rest were outsiders. Curious, he watched Doctor
Johnson agohnson toyed with a glass of water,
and he wondered why anyone would come into
Petebds Place for a gl ass
the best of him, and he went over to meet the
man in the fine black suit.

AHel l o friend, 0o he off
AMyames Anderson, whatods )

Johnson didnot of fer I
glared with contempt at Andersotis role was
not to be friendly with the locals, and he had an
obvious dislike for people with mustaches,
especially | ong, rei s must
taken, 0 Johnson replied.
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Anderon gave him a strange look
tweaked his mustache with both handmsd
countereq A Looks | ike you anct
political mobsters have takeaver the whole
town. The least you could do is be civil. If you
c a n 6 tivil, we may have to put you on a
handcar headed back to \
smiled as he said it.

AGET LOST COWBOY 0 J odtonds o n
up andraised his voice above the din of the
crowd. E v e Placestoppeditalkking®> e t e 0
and turned their attentioto the confrontation,
waiting to see what would happen.

AWhat 6s the pr obHag m? 0o I
strolled through the double bar doors just as
Johnson started to get rowdy.

fiDo you know whothe hell you are
talking to?0 Johnswam t urn
Lightfoot.

ARnAre you telling me yo
you are?o L i acknowiedgmg qui
Doc And&ighssmile asshe spoke Then
he added, ADoc, do you kn
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Doc shook his head. g
any idea. But héooks like a dangerous sort to
me. Sure seems unfrienddy.

AGuess | 6d better take
he may hur tLightfaotnflaskdd fhis o
Sheriff badge, grabbed Johnson by the tie, and
said softlyf or Johnsonods nAdPdresa s
dondt scene aréwillahave to shogbu
betweenyour two uglyeyes. | promisedPete |
would not do thatgainin his bar. It makesan
awfulme s s . ©

Johnson squirmed and tried to wiggle
loose. The more he tried, the tighter Lightfoot
twisted his tie. i Resdii ng arrest! o
placed an imaginarynark in the sky AThat 6s
o n e Jobnson pushe&heriff Lightfoot in the
stomach,instantly realizinghis mistake because
Lightfoot was rocKhhaovod a
two, assaulting a police officér He slapped a
pair of handcuffs on the uncooperative man, and
|l ed a subdued JHBRabenstan out
two very drunk reporterstumbled intothe bar
for justone more drink.

The Red county jail contained two large
cells. In one of the cells a sty fat fellow was
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snoring loudly. Apparentlghe town drunkhe
had been there for some time.

Lightfoot opened thenext cell and
provided some forward motion for Johnson by
kicking him in the butt.
you! o Johnson s&tr edonetdhi s

melYou canot t r leamPresdent | | k e
Obamads physician. I wi |
AThreatening a pol i ce

threel! 0o Light feachedintothe | i ed
cell and pulled Johnson out by lieumpled tie,

opened le other occupied cell and shoved
Johnson inside with the fat drunk.

ATel | abGueyow problems. Hison
Is a marine in Afghanistai.

Cesar woke up with all theommotion
and redistributed his 300 pounds on the bench
where he was lying. Thdme turned to Lightfoot
and pleaded, APl ease | ndi
i n my cell !l o

Lightfoot closedand lockedhe cell door,
walked to the front door and locked it from the
out si de, and headedlkback
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with Doc Anderson,hopefully in peace and
quiet.
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Chapter 7

Doc waited patiently for Indian to return, but he

was cornered by one of the townspeople who
excitedly i Dot amansewaitifgi m,
outside your officefor medical attention. He

|l ooks |l i ke he is dying. o

Doc finished his beer in a gulp and dashed
out the door. As he crossed the street to his
office, he recognized the dying man
immediately, the infamou&uy Martineau, the
reporter who had calledom Bransona racist
and subsquently beedropped into the street.

-}
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Awhat can | do for you
as he approached the inétm.

A | t h ileft keg is1roken, and my
neck hurts. | wadrutallyassaul ted yest
Martineau grimaced in pain temphasizehis
point

ACome into my office a
out, 0o Doc offered, openin

A Fi r s scanyoartlegso see if it is
broken, then we can alscany our neck. 0O
are you goi nghedasked.pay f or

AHow much wil |l aints?00s't
The patient seemed to be baulking.

AAbout . 8QRoc Pud 6n hismost
serious face. AEach sce
brought the scanning equipment toward the
patient who was squirming uneasily on the
bench.

A Wa i t ,tthihkl ltheeandughmorey,
and | dondét have any insu
a simple test to see ift brsoken? 06 Mar t |
looked perplexed.
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nSur e, I have the best
doesndt ,xDocreplied asdeflipped an
8 foot diamondback rattlesnake onto thench
with the patient.

Martineauleaped to his feet and ran to the
front door , scared out of
do that 20 he asked, madd e

AYour nloggdlsr oken, o Doc
adding,i Yo ur I nj ury itlerisnot r
the snake. Take a gandei He ©picked
very realisticrubber snake and put around his
neck like a collar aBe shookplastic rattles

Then hedeclared to Martineau AYouor e
cured. No charge, even for the video camera
which recorded yousudden reovery By the
way, on the news it waeportedyour right leg
was injured, not your leftNow get the hell out
of my office. 0

Sheepishly Martineau straightened to his
full 5 feet 1 inch height, brushedff his coat
and walked into the afternoon slnine, an
unhappy but cured man.
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Doc wasclosinghis office at 3 p.m. so he
could go home and take nap. He liked long,
restful naps, and the only problewas every
time he tried to spena few minutes in the world
of dreams, some moron called him ohet
telephone, set off his beeper, or caused his cell
phone to vibrate. It was always an emergency,
at least for the person on the other end of the
line. At his office door he was approached by
two men who seemed wesick or very drunk or
possibly both. Their eyes were red and they
smelled like scotch whiskey. They seemed
familiar.

ARnAre you the doctor?0
questioned, slurring the word doctor a bit.

A No, I am the County
replied. A Ar edeagad uu ndke?aod
The two men saidn unison AWe hayv

swine flu. o

Doc lifted an eyebrow and spit into the
street. A Co me I n and I 61 | c h
Reluctantly he opened his offiagain.
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Doc took their temperatures. Normal
Then he took their blood pressure apdlses.
Everything looked fine.

A Wh at makes youwirehi nk
flu?0 Doc questioned.

The taller of the two men said they were
both reporters and they had just arrived that
morning. He explained th
Place for adrink, but felt very ill. They had
been in close contact with the other patrons of
Peteds empor i um, S0 p el
contaminated the others in the bar.Doc
remembered them coming into the bar and
staggering to a cornaxloneafter Indian hauled
the ude and obnoxious guy in the fine black suit
off to jail.

Al may have to give you aufishot. | want
you to res quietly fora few minutes then | will
check you again 0 D ®m lieldevn ontthe
two couches as he turned off his inside security
camera.

Twenty minuteslater he turnedthe inside
security cameraéack onand centered the picture
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as hetold both men to sit up. Hasked the taller
man, ADo you think you ha

The man smiled and in a straalg remote
VOoi ce r e wdwere thld to Salve have
swine flu 0

fiBy whon? O0The doctor continued his
questioning.

Both menspoke at the same timelrvin
Johnson, O b taldnues dospretdnol evé o r
hae swine flu.o

AWhy? oDoc asked

i Ob a ma doesnoét want
someplace where he may not be well accepted.
It would hurt his image. | f thereds sw
epidemi¢c he candt come.

Both menwere still groggyas the sodium
pentatholDoc had injectedoff camerabegan to
lose its effect He led them to the frontopch
and proppedthemagainst the wall Shaking his
head in disgust, he wondered what kind of
nonsense would pop up next. He took the tape
out of the security camera, put in a new one, and
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kept the recorded tapen his jacket pocket.
Finally he locked he door and headeldome
late as usuafor his much neededfternoon nap.
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Chapter 8

The Red, Montana airport terminal looked like a
Wal-Mart parking lot at Christmas. Planes of all
types were scattered from one end to the other as
mass media from all over the world squeezed the
tiny airfield to the limit. No one took notice as
Jesse Arnods | et gently
only runway, taxied @ close to the terminal
building as possibleunder the circumstances
and three menexited as the turbines were
rotatingto a stop. Two of the men went to the
baggage claim area, and Jesse Aaipproached

the blak limousine waitingat the passenger
arrival entrance  The Republican @ublic
relation®team had arrived.
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ACity Hall o Arno told
stepped into the vehicle. The other two men
would not be seen in public with him. They had
their dutiesto perform, and he had his. Jesse
Arno satback in the soft, cushioned leather seats
and relaxed as the vehicle sped toward City Hall.
ARFaster! o he encouraged t
limit was 70 on the road into town, but they
were going 90 as theflew over a hill and a
black and white Dodge Chger Montana
highway patrol car caught them on radar
Making a Uturn, the flashing red and blue lights
and the siren put a quick
get to City Hallin a hurry

The black and white cruiser parkbdhind
the limo for nearly 5 minugebefore the officer,
a small red faced nmawith anair of detachment
was joined by another Moana Highway patrol
car. Theyapproached stopped vehicles in pairs
If possible As the officer strolled towardthe
car, Arno angrily jumped out of the limo and
was starting to demand why they had been
stopped when the officer stepped back his
dashboard, picked up his public address
microphone a n d sai d, NPl ease
vehicle. 0 Frustrated, A
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Republican Party representative for George
Wi | son, and | need to get

Officer Terrell only said it one more time:
NnGet back I n your vehicl
arrested. o

Arno was not used to anyone confronting
him or his authority. ny
the offimcergoi mgrotuo amake |

As Arno continued his verbal abuse amid
a string of four letter wordsQfficer Terrell
motioned to his fellow officerand the officer
joined him. With his backup in placehe
approached the irate and out of control
Republican Party representative.

ADo you understand Eng
asked. i dmf going dougivedyou, one
more chance to get back into your sarwe can
determine who you are and why you are driving
90 mph onouMontanah i ghway. 0

A Y owlll be sorry for this | will have
your badge 0 Athreatenedbitterly as he
refused to budge.
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The backupofficer approached the driver

and ordered: APut your

steering wheel where |
mov e. 0 rdomgieddmmiedately.

Officer Terrell reached behind his back
and produced a set of handcuff§urning Arno
around, hepushed on his lower back, forcing
him to put both hands on the trunk of the car.
Arno screamed and yelled insults as his wrists
were bound together behind his back. He
continued to call Terrell names even as Terrell
inserted him into the back of the patrol car
where a wire cage would separate him from
civilization, a placehe obviously knew little
about.

The driver was given a tielt and told to
appear in court in 5 days or pay the fine, and he
was released. Arno was taken directly to the
Red city jail, where he was introduceddloeriff
Lightfoot. After a barrage of insults directés
Arno at paregtage, fLightfdotboped
the cell where the smelly town drunk wasling
at the Democratic doctor. Sheriff Lightfogave
the new prisoner a gentle pushtsmcould have
the pleasure ahixed company

c

r
a
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Al d emyaights! | want to make
call !o Arno insisted.

AThel eephone doesnodt WO I
smiled He was telling the tr.@
say wa it had been broken sinced® and he
was the person who broke it.

Irwin Johnson angrily proclaimedj | 6 v e
been trying to get ina call ¢ avanduse my
ownce | | phone. T Highgfoott o o k
closed and locked the cell door.

AENnj oy yolHmr] oyt aggdch ot
Lightfoot suggested as he left the building and
headed for Gy Hall.



TOM HOKE THE INDIAN AND THE COWBOY 48

Chapter 9

With the jail filling up faser thana creek during

a 5 inch rain Lightfoot needed to talk to Mayor
Branson to see if they could get more space just
for a few daysuntil the circus ended and all the
clowns went home Also he wanted to let
Branson kow about thedangerouscriminal
from Waslington, D. C. he hadust captured.
Maybe there was a reward fois captur@

As Lightfoot was walking up the steps of
City Hall in the midst ofa boisterous crowd of
people he ran into Doc Anderson who was



TOM HOKE THE INDIAN AND THE COWBOY 49

S |l at e

returning from hi
ot 6s bl ack

Doc?0 Lightfo
ignoring the milling mass.

A F i nneian especially after anice
siesta. Are you here for the 5 p.m. meeting with
our illustriousand nomt nf amous Mayor ?c

Lightfoot glanced at the nearby reporters
whosee ar s wer e t uneldlmdsto eve
forgot! Let 6 s go inside, 0 he s

As they enteredCity Hall their attention
was calledto a dozen men dressed in black,
three piece suits with barely visible
microphones in their ears wandering from
window to window and door to door checking
with a variety & electronic devices for
explosives or any potential threat to the
President and the Presidential Candidates. The
secret service types stood out in any crowd
becausdhey never smile@nd acted likdhuman
robots on a mission to save thlanet.

Inside the main aulitorium it was a
different story. It was quiet. On stage Mayor
Branson was seated in a folding chair discussing
the forthcoming blitz with three of the five panel
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members selected touestion the candidates.
When Doc and Lightfoot sat down in their
respective chairs, the panel was complete.
Branson nodded in their direction and said,
ANow we can start. o

The panel was comprised of the five top
citizens of Red, Montana. They hgdown up
together, and they understood the importance of
the assignment. Toglathey had to pick a
moderatotito lead the discussions.

Georgia Turner, who worked full time at
the Red public library, was the eldest of the
group. At63 she still turned &ead or two She
lived alone in the saméome her family had
owned for 150 years.Her dry sense of humor
and her honesty kept those around her on their
best behavior.

Another panel member selected by the
Mayor was Breck Morrison, a retired real ast
broker who was born and raised IiRed,
Montana. Breclhad slipped away to New York
for a few years until he discovered he was not
made for the other world.To tease his many
friends in Red, Morrison had developed a
fascinating way of shifting his egeight and left
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while squinting a bit to make his expression look
really sneaky, like he was up to somethinkg.
was his fApolitical | ook. o

The third panel member was W
Dugger, the phar maci st at
Dugger was born with a smile omshthin face.

Perhaps it was because he had so many children,
or maybe it was just because he enjoyiel

The father of nine was loved by the people in
Red, and he inspired ey®ne with his quick,
decisiveapproach to life. He had the ability to
get to the heart of a problem immediately, and
he had the good common sense to sitlve

The panel members greeted Lightfoot and
Doc. Lightfoot, a Chippew#ndian, had played
fullback on the Red, Montana football team,
along with Doc Anderson at quartedsa They
were a team all to themselve$o his friends he
was known simply as ndl ndi
wasnot | ar ge, but he had
looked like an Indiapwith a wide, flat forehead
and rounded nosdis short, straight blackair
wascut off at the shoulder in a straight line. At
39 he had never married, so he was ayver
eligible catch for any femaléle was pursued by
many.
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Doc was a loner He had developed a
reputation as a good doct@nd as abetter
veterinarian so that is whatthe townspeople
called him: the good doctor.

Mayor Branson scanned the faces around
him and asked: A Wh o d
Moder at or for t he Circus
Dugger was the first to impolitely point his right
index finger at the Indian. His gese was
imitated in quick succession by Morrison and
Georgi a. Doc c dndignhasi ned,
It but | want you to kno
Using his middle finger Doc pointed his
selection out as everyone laughed.

A OK, -alykmaw how we dahings in
Mont ana, 0O Branson opened
the meeting. The Republicans have submitted a
list of 20 questions for the Democrats to answer,
and the Democrats have done the same.

These questions were supposedly selected
at random from all over the United States.
Yeah, S u r e Brankoe keld wpearthdck o
packet of paper which had been pdmd by
both political parties as they ignored the other
two parties represented.
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Taking out a cigar, he carefully lit the end
and produced a bright red glow. With the lighter
still flaming high, he set fire to the packet of
paper, letting it burn into a two foot flame until
he dropped it into a heavy duty metal trash
container by hiside.

NnKeep iweamtha pepple asking
the questions. We represent the people of the
United States. We want our country back!
There will be four potential candidates for
President of the United States who need to
answer questions tomorrow eveginincluding
Obama. Each of you will be given the task of
askingyes and naquestions in your individual
areas of expertise which relate to what has been
happening in America. | am sure you have seen
previousdown meeting8which were riggeénd
stagedfor the political parties to look goodr
bad | am sure you are aware the culprit behind
many of the failures in our beautiful country can
be directly attributed
sided interention which is rammed dowaur
throats during nightlyso-called newscasts in
very subtle and often subliminal method3ust
be yourselves and do your bestBranson
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paused, stood y@and raising one fist high in the
air y€EHARGE! on

AThanksveryiTosmpi r &obci on al
shook his hanwdillbereddym s ur
cut o6em off at the pass t

Lightfoot got I n ft he f
the Indians are ready tomorrow nightist could
be Obamadso Last Stand.
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Chapter 10

Washington, D.C., Th&/hite Housd.awn, Monday,
NovembedO, 2010

President Obama watched as his children played
on the immaculately groomed lawn of The
White House, and he was feeling elated by the
fact he would not have to go to Red, Montana to
be insulted by a bunch of lealass redneck gun
toting cowboys andndians. He had been to
Montana before He hated the state.

Jackson Monr oeods sudde
the lawn caused a moment of concern because
he couldnevert e | | by Jacksonos
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were good or bad. Jackson smiled as he walked
up to the President.i | 6 ve got good
spoke quietly beside the President.

NnThe SWi ne flu has a
Mont ana. 0 He searched th
approval, but he found none.

i H a w doator confirmed the cases with
the press?o Obbeama want ed

A | havendt seen anyt hi
but the pilot notified us they had arrived ok, and
everything was on track,
Al dm sur e t he Swine flu
I mmi nent . 0O

AJust I my cdaocsnpdt toutwaue
own press releasitom The White House? After
a short interval we casendanother release the
trip has been caelled due tothe swine flu
pandemid n Mont ana, 0 the Pres

Jackson, trying to be agreeable, accepted
the 1 dea. n oK, le@utin have
time for the nightly new
announcement cancelling theptin time for the
10 p.m. news.
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The President seemed suddenly relieved.
He thanked Jackson for his professional
diligence and hard work. It was a good feeling
to havesomeone who understood how things
worked in Washingtonlt was a better feeling to
know he had a great excuse for not attending.
Nobody wanted to take a chance baving
swine fluu Besi des, he rational
quite ready to take on another bbneof angry
Americans so far from The White House.
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Chapter 11

The Indian and Doc had shut things down for
the day, and they were having a cold beetha
Indiand s singl e story home,
strategies for the Presidential Debates. In the
midst of their planning sessiohightfoot turned

on the TV to get the latest news. Every channel
had a news bulletin about the swine flu
rampaging in Red, Montana. alking heads
wagged back and forth as the health risks for the
Presidential Candidates were discussed, and
discussed, and discusseB®oc turned down the
volume and with a spark of delight he said,
AHow woul d playua littleipkker t o
tomorrow?o
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Lightfoot looked at him as if he had lost
hi s miVhatdare you falking aborito

Doc reached inside his jacket pocket and
pulled out a video tape. He waved it at
Lightfoot, then inserted it into the video player
and turned up the audio. The video ahe t
audio were perfect, and Lightfoot watched in
stunned silence as the two drunks on the screen
began to speak. An oficreen voice asked the
me n , ADo you think you ha
of the men smiled anahia strange voice replied,
i N ave were toldo saywe have swine flu 0

AWho tol d yowhbavetsweines ay
flud6 the doctor continued

Both men spoke at the same time,
AJackson Monroe told wus
swine flu. o

AWhy ? 0 Doc asked.
i Ob a ma doesnot wa nt

someplace where he may not be well accepted.
|t would hurt his image. 0
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Lightfoot jumped to his feet and slapped
Doc on the backfiCheckmate Cowboy! donot
know how you got that video or what you did to
those poor guy$o get them to confess, but this
gives us an ace in the hole.

AHOw woul d you | i ke
President 20 Doc asked out

Lightfoot di dnot resp
preoccupied booting up his computéte signed
onto the internetvith his high speed link, and
sent an amail to Jackson Monroe at The White
House.

The email read: fiPlease make sure
Obama attends our PresidentiaDebate
tomorrow evening. There is no swine flu in
Red, Montana. Be sure to put out an
announcemenyour previous news bulletin was
a mistake and there is no swine flu in Red,
Montana. We have video of two of the swine
who flew in here yesterday to create a health
problem, and they have confessed to being setup
by you and Doctor Johnsorso the President
would not haved ¢ o0 me . Pl ease do
opportunity for Obama toanswerAmer i ca o0 s
questions Al s o, j ust I n case
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these two clownswe have avideo of their
arrival at the Red airport terminal on the same
official plane wih your Doctor Irwin Johnson.
Doctor Johnson is a guest in the Red, Montana

jail. Have a nice flight.-SheriffLi ght f oot 0

The knock on Pr esi

bedroom door was insistent. The President had
left instructions not to be disturbed unless ¢her
was an atomic attack. Quickly alkedacross

the heavy carpan his pajamas and cracked the
door. It was Jackson Monroe, his face wet with
perspiration and his eyes downcadtle spoke
almost in tears: A Mr . Pryos wildleen t
goingto Red, Mo na t omorrow. O

de
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Chapter 12

Red, Montana, Presidential Candidate Debate Day

While Jesse Arno, the respectaublic relations
mogul of the Republic Partycooled his
obnoxiousdemeanoin jail with his counterpart,

t he Democrat 0s doardo r
enjoyed the company of Cesar, the town drunk,
the two men who were assigned by Arno to
cause trouble in Red, Montana were hard at
work.

When he heard from the news media the
panel of five moderators, led by Lightfoot,
would beaskingtheir own questions to the



TOM HOKE THE INDIAN AND THE COWBOY 63

potential Presidential candidate¥ack Ruston,
broke intothe City Hall administration officaen

the early morning hourto see if he could get a
copy of the questions. Hsore glovesand he
carefully replaced everything he touchddit he

did not find anythingof value Arno had
disappeared and failed to contact him by cell
phone as planned. On Debate Day he joined the
hundreds of people watching huge screens in
Red CloudPark

The second man, Louis Fairmont, was
assigned the task of making the city of Red,
Montana look bad in the eyes of the world. He
decided tacscroll various epitaphs on the walls of
Red High School so the media could have a field
day. Hewas carefdly printing out
when Samantha Rose, the Eagle County Judge,
happened by on her early morning jog. With her
cell phone in one hand co
of fice, and a firm grip
collar with the other, she hung on unthe
Sheriff arrived.

Lightfoot had been awakened by the call,
but it only took minutes to respond.
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AHMMMNEé. . what do we h
Looks like someone is trying to cause problems
I n paradise. What 6s you

placed his right hand on thmutt of his .357 for
emphasis. @ The man passed Lightfoot his
counterfeit press credentials. Lightfoot used his
VHF radio to talk to the central dispatcher.

ADo you have anyoorui s F
list of accepted media typas?

The dispatcher took a meent to reply:
AYes. He i s an i ngdnetpende
a Republican or Democrat

Lightfoot told the dispatcher to hang on.
He whipped out digital camera and took a front
face shot. Then he took the camera to his cruiser
and using acable connection he uploaded it
through his computer to the dispatcher.

nSee i f you can determ
arrived on, pleasAlice. 0

Her search tools minutes, but it was a
fairly simple task because all incoming flights
had been given times of arrival and videos had
been made of every arriving reporter or member
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of the media, as well as a thorough check of
their id cards. This man had arrived with Jesse
Arno, and apparently his affiliation waally
Republican regardless of what his id card
showed Also, apparently he was doing his best
to make sure Red, Montana wouldve a black
eye for all the world to see A black eye
reading: AOBAMA LIAR! 0

APaint over the words
Lightfoot demanded. When the man hesitated
Lightfoot asked agairwith his broad face one
Il nch from Fai rThegairtiorssh ugl vy
flew as the words were covered.

AThanks, Samant ha, no w
take him to jail, and you can have him in a few
days. | am sure he will be eager for his trial by
t hat ti me. Can | gi ve yo
his hand on the passenger door of his cruiser.

ANo thanks, S a md mtvlea s
stillgotmilestog bef ore 1 6m done.

ADondt we all ! o. Light foc
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Chapter 13

To say Red, Montana was a busy place on
PresidentialCandidateDebateDay would be the
understatement of the year. The Red Air
Terminal was bulging with planes. Air Force
Onewould have to land 150 miles away and the
President would have to come in by helicopter.

George  Wilson, the Republican
counterpart to President Obama, had arrived at 4
p.m., right on schedule, followed in short order
by the other two participant®konald Murphy
for the Indepedernt Party, and Clyde Zant for
the ProgressiveParty. None of the candidates
talked between themselyesstead they went
directly to City Hall.
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By 5 p.m. the circus at iy Hall had
spilled over into & acre park, and farnational
TV crews were putting up satellite feeatsd big
screen televisions were scattered throughout the
park Thousands of feet of cable snaked through
the green grass of Red Cloud Park, and portable
toilets appearetly the dozens ThePresidential
Hopeful Discussionsvere scheduled to begin at
6 p.m., and thePr e s i d e n thelidOgies ma 6 s
had not been seen yet.

AnMaybe he isnot coming
offered to Lightfoot.

AHeOos coming!o Lightf
AfBeli eve me, he is coming

AHawy®e®u heard from Bra
looked puzzled.

ANope, but Torh dignbusg ur e
explaining to the superpowers why the format
for our Presidential Hopeful Discussions Red,
Montana des not adhere d their strict party
guidelinesd Li ght f ootaidgmi | ed as
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Al ndi an, Towdait theg lzanlk
and doné6ét want to do it o
guestion with a serious look.

Lightfoot responded with just four words:
AShow the video tapes. o0

AWher e S t he Preside
planning to lan@ oDoc asked.

il the $edret serviceo use the cow
pasture across from t he
laughing.

AYou mean the one wher
were herded together for the past w2e&koc
smiled

Lightfoot had t he pi C
pastueo i Now it wi | | real |y b
nYou sound bi ased t o
procl ai med. AYou must be

The Indian looked at him with a twisted
head. AnOf course | am.
Cowboys. By the way, you asked me if | wanted
to run for President last night. We got so
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involved | forgot b answer. My answer is YES,
if you will be my Vice Presie nt ? 0

i O Kndian and we can call our party the
Cowboy and Indian Party 0 Doc apparer
alsoseriously considerinthe idea

Lightfoot shook his he
be called thdndian and Cowboy Partpecause
we were here first!o

i D e adhouted Doc Anderson as the
noi sy sounds of Obamads h
path through the Montana air and the huge
machine settled down and down in the cow
pasture opposite the park:he wind, which had
been blowing away from the park was
overwhelmedby the breeze caused by the rotor
blades, and the smell from the vecopasture
settled over the park just as the news media
rushed to get a shot of the President and his
entourage

i Let dave ageal debate.Doc linked
his arm in LiaeteredCityoHalb s an
with TV cameras blazing all the way.
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Chapter 14

City Hallbs auditorium had a
Representativedrom all over the world had
arrived in Red, Montana during the previous two
days, and now thegyackedthe area.

According to the rules created by Mayor
Tom Branson, only the people who lived in Red,
Montana were allowed to enter the auditorium
for the FirstPresidential Hopeful Discussians
Each citizen had to displ
be visually identified by one of the five panel
members in order to be allowed in for the
meeting. Only 50 seats were left for the
worldwide press, the mass media representing
magazines and scandal sheets, the talking heads
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from nightly news, anthe TV camera operaits
and crews. Everyonaside the auditoriumvas
thoroughly checked anidentified by the Secret
Service before they were permitted inside.

Outside City Hall a crowd of 2,000 had
gathered to watch the huge monitors and speaker
systems whictwould digplay the blow by blow
happenings. The four Presidentiahopefulssat
in four hardstraight backchairs each with a
small podium but no microphone. The podium
had a strange looking electronic screen facing
the audience.Behind the candidates a gigantic
flat screen was provided for the people inside the
auditorium. The panel of five townspeople
faced the candidates amdhited patiently fothe
show to start

President Obama, looking distraught and
tired, had arrived and sainsmilingin the first
seat on the left of the stag He wascarefully
wiping his shoes with a clothGeorge Wilson,
the Republican candidate o®b a ma 6 s rigl
wat c hed dfdrtanodvioss enjoyment.
To his right Ronald Murphy sat patiently with
legs crossed and hands s lap The final
candidate, Clyde Zant, scratched at the back of
his neck and pretended he
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Mayor Tom Branson introduced himself
to the candidates, to the news media people, to
the talking heads, and to the world via satellite
links. He was extremely calm as he boomed:

AnWel come to Mont ana!
Montana! Welcome to America!l We are
pleased and proud you have selected our small
city in thereal America to talk about what has
been happening in our country. We hope thhig
you will listen carefully and get a glimpse of
what we feel is needed to get this trawmeck
back on the track. o

The Mayor turned his attention to the five
panel members who would be doing the
guestioning. Al woul d
five of the best people in America who will be
moderating the discussions this evening.

First, on the right side of the stage, |
Sheriff Lightfoot. He is a fulkblooded
Chippewalndian, and he was born and raised in
this town. He has been Sheriff since 9B,
Nobody calls him by his first name, Bob. His
friends, i.e., the entir@opulation of Red, call
him Indian. He is a nenonsense guy, as you
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will see tonight, and he will be our first
moderator to ask questions.

The Cowboy with the long red mustache
next to Sheriff Lightfoot is our good doctoy

Andy Anderson. We just ¢
a country doctor, which means he can also patch
up your dogc at , hor se, or cCow.

anything for a deer that gets into the headlights
of an 18 wheeletthough Tonight you may
discover there is a great similarity to his
approachandthat ofan 18 wheeler.

The lovely lady on his left is Georgia
Turner. She is the town librarian. She has more
in that pretty red head than you know. Georgia
has a uniquenethod of clearing the clutter. If
you have a problem, she can solve it. Thanks to
Georgia the town of Red, Montana has the finest
electronic surveillance system in the country,
and she hadeen instrumental in the county
wide wireless internet systempveryone uses to
stay in touch.

The bal d ol d guy t o C
Breck Morrison. Even though he left Red,
Montana for a few years in a youthful fit of
insanity to ply hisreal estatérade in New York
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City, Breck saw the light and returned. Ywaul
quickly discover he knows his business.

The last panel meber is Willy Dugger,
our local pharmacist. Willy has personally
Il ncreased Redb6s populatio
he knows which drugs wor
He doesndt dr hennkakewup fos mo k e
it in other ways(his wife Helen told me to say
that).

Many of you have come lang way to be
here tonight. We thankyos o me of you d
belong hergthat is why we tried to keep the
townspeoplesafetogetheron the inside. A few

bad apples came into town
the pokey.
Now, | will turn these Presidential
Hopeful Discussionsover to my best friend
Sheriff Lightfoot. Dnmmypwe made him
leave hisbow and arrow outside He doest

need it any wsigngedado LighBaota n' s o n
to get the circusinderway

Lightfoot looked at each of the four
Presidential candidates individually for about 5
seconds before he spoke. His first word broke
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up the local audience as well as the TV camera
crews. All he said wagy HOW? 0

He paused and turned tbe four potential
Presidents as the laughter from his Red,
Montana audience reverberated against the walls
of the auditorium. Everyone in town always
greeted Lightfoot with the word. It was just a
nice way ofsaying how ar e you?o

Lightfoot began in a loud, clear voice,
fiPeoplein America have watchepast secalled
Presidential debates abject and total boredom
as Presidential Candidates wergked questions
submitted ahead of time.Unlike a classroom
exam, allthe potential candidates were given not
only the test, but also they were given the
answers, and then they were allowed to even
pick and choose the questions they understood.
Because of thisflawed procedure, candidates
usually only regurgitated the same tired rhetoric
over and over while the American public waited
for real and walid answers to their questions and
finally, finding nothing of value,changed the
channel to watclassie Come Homene nore
time. Tonight no one is going to change the
channel, and tonight we are going to get some
real answers for the American people.
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fThe success of thisresentatiorwill not
hinge on whether or not a particular speaker in a
charismatic fashion can #mall the audience
with his wit and cleverlycoached anghrased
rhetoric read off a teleprompter The panel
members and | have come up with a meaningful
and insightful method which does not depend on
whether the candidate is black or white, tall or
shot, skinny or fat, good looking or ugly. It
depends only on one thing: can that potential
candidate for the Presidency of the United States
answer a simple questiorY.ES or NOX

fiEach of our four potential candidates has
a remote control. The mote ©ntrol has a large
OYESoatton and a | dhege
moderators will be asking four questions, and
each question will be asked after the moderator
has had a moment to explain the basis for the
question to be answered. Each potential
candidate wilthen be required to push one of
the buttons in front of them and answer the
question. They will be given 10 seconds to
decide their answer. If they are unable to answer
the question within the 10 second tirframe,
they will automatically be given a 0On that
particular subject, and the next question will be
asked. You, the American people, and the

o
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people of the entire world, will be able to
instantly see their positions on many topics
which we will cover tonight. Just watch the
digital screerbelow heir individual podiums for
their answers. The screens wllsplay YES or
NO.O

AAIl political parties involved tonilgt
have agreed tor matré oOfMmormt
discussion. Many pages of suggested and
recommended question@nd answers were
originally submitted bythe participatingparties
Sheriff Lightfoot held up a stack of papeisis
is what the people of Red, Montana thinktloé
materialrecommende® He turned to an empty
wastebasket by his side and unceremoniously
dumped the thick pekage of papemnto File 13.

ARAre we r earkg anbwenrs som
America?o Al l 800 <citiz
jumped to their feet and

sat down and the room became quieSasriff

Lightfoot continued.

ARAmerica has had two p
parties in power during the past century. These
two parties have held the attention of a majority
of voters, but they have also been a primary
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cause of stagnationThe Republicans party does
nothing because they rea offset by the
Democrat s, and the Democr
anything because they are constantly confronted
by the RepublicansThe result has been a chaos
in our Governmendof the people, by thpeople,

and for the peopte and the American peopleear
sick and tired of the bickering, the rancor, and
the waste of their tax dollars on what they see as
a bunch of permanent professional politicians
throwing our tax dollarsnto a whirlpoolwhich
spins out of control No one tries to get to the
core of tke corruption and greed displayed on
Wall Street, by the Insurance Companies, and by
the Banks, Mortgage companies, and Real Estate
Companies who are continuing to disriarthe
free enterprise systeand allow America to go
down the toilet. The cry from Anerica seems to

be unanimous: THROW THE RASCALS
OuUT!0

RA me r i c stoqestidni to you is:
Would you be in favor offour year term limits
for Congressmen and Senat

Obama quickly votedii N O 0 Wilson
voted AINOO. Ronald Murphy and Clyde Zant
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both punched theANOO button Lightfoot
continuedthe questioning.

nAS t he f ire @fn Ameach st a
throughout thevorld has fallen to a new lowhe
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation has
boldly declared everything iBne while printing
money faste than a jackrabbit can runcim a
fox. Everyone agrees transparency is crucial
when it comeso explaining financial matters;
however, the word transparency has become a
buzz wording meaning fif
up. o The Gover nssemstods gt
be not that they will run out of money, but rather
that they may run out of paper and enough ink to
print what they want to spendThe two headed
heromonster called the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation on the one hand seems to
be savingeer yoneds butt by <co
loans made bygorrupted organizations, with no
regard for correction.
approach. The monster head of the FId@ghs
at requests for a look at the balance sheet to see
if America is still in the gameransolvent. The
American people DEMAND to know this
i nformation. O
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RMAmericabdbs second quest
you think the American people have the right to
askto have thé-DIC audited®

President Obama paused, then hit the
ANOO button. atWidosidNn Mium ¢ ih
and Zant looked as if they were about to answer
the question, but the timer clock ran out and a
| arge A00 appeared on t he
expressed frustration at the lack of sufficient
time to reply.

Lightfoot began again.i T h eederdd
Government has told us so many things lately
we are no longer sure what to believe. We are
told the economy is recovering, companies are
making money, and unemployment is going
down. Then we are told the economy is not
really recovering, but inst&l the picture is not
as bleak as it wasandt hus
the reasons for increased proftsown by many
large companiesis said tobe based on the fact
tens ofthousands of dedicated, hamrking,
faithful employees have been laid offp she
company bottom line shows a phonyand
temporaryincreasen profitso
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fiWe are told unemployment is going
down, and a few days later after the most recent
6goodhapmwyg days deadineher e
has disappeared from view, we are then tbkl t
new unemployment number does not include
people who havagiven up looking for work,
havelost their homesand are now living under
bridges and in tentsThose Americans no longer
count.

fiThe fuzzywuzzy attitude of our
Government makes Americansiggtion what is
really the truth, and what is a planned and
planted lie designed to make the picture look
rosy, no matter how bleak. George Washington
was said to have never told a lie. Our
Government seems to never

A me r g tbira Question is: Have you
ever |l ied to the American

All four Presidential aspirants
I mmedi ately poked the ANO

Lightfoot smiled at the results and he
thought to himself abouthe old story white
mice were no longebeing used in laboraties.

It was cheaper to use lawyers because there were
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some things white mice would not do. He
changed the word lawyers to politicians in his
mind, andcontinued.

ARAmer i ca I S an amal ga
From coast to coast there is a blend of black and
whit e, br own and yel l ow,

|l ooked at his dark ar ms a
people who live and work together without any
probl ems. The people of
like to see criticism labell asracist If an
organization is corrupt, it is corrupt whether the

people in that organization are black, white, red,

or whatever color. When you take away the
objective right to call a crook a crook, America

| oses big time. oo

AAmer i c¢c ao snylast questiohis,a n d
As President, would you claim discrimination
and racism if youparty is caught with its hand
i n the cookie jar?o

ANOO appeared on all m
AThank ylow.htfoot rne
I

t u
Ander son an doodsdactoditdo s i @K |
yours! o
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With an amused look on his wiry, well
definedf ac e, Docds offered:
fished with Indian for years and years and he
never blamed hipoor fishing techniques on the
Cowboys 0 The citizens of Red, Montana
cheered, whistled anstomped their feet on the
wooden floor in approval.

AMy name is Doctor And
treat dogs and cats and horses and some people.
| have lived in this metropolis all my lifel have

delivered quite a few bab
the people héad delivered stood up and yelled,
ATHANK YOU DOC! o It W ¢
unexpected response. Do
years as a doctor | have never lost a child. |
persmal 'y dondt belmeatise 1 n

killing, and it isa heartless, illegaknd selfish
act. o

A Ame r fiftb guesion from me is: If
you become President of the United States, will
you help stop abortion?o
answers to appear.

The first answer was from the Regican
candidate for President. Hehos e 0 A YE S h e
screens to his right indicated the same.
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President Obama hesitated too long. He
received a 0 after 10 seconds had passed.
Frustrated, Obama politely held up his hand.

ADo you have to go to
Doc asked. The auditorium verberaed with
laughter as Obama, an expression of disbelief on

his face, i gnored the | e
explain my answer to the
ASur e, but not tonight

sure the talking heads will all give yample
channel space to replyTonight it is YES and
NO. Or, in your case, ZERO.

The President, sweating profusely, sat
down in his straight backed chair. Next to him
the othercandidates were perspiring slightly as
Doc continued.

fiThe citizens in Red, Montana have
watched the debacle over healthcare and health
insurance, and we have watched as the long
prying fingers of the Government begin to probe
for a piece of the action. We believe the
problenscan be resol veanka but
Government plan will work. The Post Office
Department is an excellent example of how Big
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Government has failed. With every increase in
postage and every decrease in service, the
delivery time has increased and the reliability

has diminished. Ifyo candt get a | e
town, how can you provide health care for
everyone in America, and in a recession when
everyone is losing their jobs, the question comes

up: Who is going to pay

A me r isxthduestion from me isDo
you feelour Government can provide heatidwre
for everyone, including those who have been left
out because of prexisting conditions, without
raising taxes®

Obamads screen | it up :
ot her Presidenti al hopefu
Doc conti nuae thas beRM mer |

overrun by drug dealers, especially in the major
cities like Chicago, Detroit, and our lovely
Capital, Washington, D.C. The drug problem is
caused by both the producers and the users. The
amount of corruption involved is beyond belief,
and ourjails are growing more crowded every
day. The American people are told the war in
Afghanistan is being financed by the poppy and
opium trade. We are also told the drug crops in
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Afghanistan areébeing systematically destroyed,

but it is a difficult battke. We are told
Afghanistan is worth fighting for, and then our

nightly news shows after all these yedrsw

much we are hated in that country. Meanwhile

we put our sons and daughters on the front line

of countries that ®ami ngl y d OMnal t car
these countrieswant is forus to provide our
treasures and our protection for their bengfit.

RMAmer iseverdhg uesti on | s:
you support an immediateand complete
destruction of the poppy and opium fields in
Afghanistan®

Obama paused again, savedribbling
down his face. Finally the other three screens lit
up with a @ANOO. Second:
Obama squirmed uneasily in his chair. He
seemed almost ready to reply when the buzzer
sounded another zero.

A My | asion hag to do with swine
flu.o D @ised his voice AThe attit
Government has seemed to
peopled yet at the same time the Government
distributes information about millions of deaths
in 1918 from a pandemic, and then indicates all
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iIs well because the @&vernment will make sure
swine flu vaccinations are available to everyone.

Wh o has SWI ne flu? The
know. How do you test for swine flu? The
Government iI'S not sur e, a

track of it anyway. How many people will die
from swine flu?How many people will die from

the untested vaccination rushed into production?

If the Government is not identifying swe flu or

any potential variationwhich could be more
deadly, and the Government is pitching ithea,
AnWel |l , HBe, deOffdom tpeeflu yearly
anyway, O h ceven know | who hase
reallydi ed from swine fl u?bo

AA me r i ¢ a @rd mg lasguedtidn is:
Do you think there is swine flu in Red, Montana
at this moment ?o0

The President had a concerned look on his
faceas he selectedtnidyESO.
asked al oud, AnCan | <chang

AYou ran your first el
and you are a politician, so fefe¢e to make one
change. o0 Lightfoot advise
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The President 6s ANOO W
threeotheAR NOO answer s.

Doc Anderson turned to Georgia Turner,
town | i brarian, ANext! o

Georgia, dressed in a simple skirt, blouse,
and heels looked more like a cheerleatthan a
librarian. Her demeanor was strictly no
nonsense as s h é&7768paokse , AV
in our library here in Red, Montana. We also
have 22 statef-the-art computers, all paid for
by the people in this audience. We are in touch
with the world by cell phone, fax, pager,
telephone, email, snailmail, and the open
window we use d scream for our children to
come in for dinner. Like all Americans, we turn
on the TV and discover 400 channels filled with
garbage. The difference in Red, Montana is our
children can read. Our children can think. Our
children know what it is to workkor a living,
whetherthey earr25 centsan hour or $35. Our
children are educated nice people, and when
their world is destroyed by pornography and
filth of all kind, and when their world is
overflowing with murder, violence, sex, and
absolutegarbageon TV, we are not pleased!
Manyof our children are home schooled, so they
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actually knowwhat is going onn the world,and
they can talk about something besides the latest
hip-hop music with words a drunken sailor
would refrain from using.The pornograppand

filth being beaed by satellite all over the world
from Americais notacceptable to a majority of
Americanswho have values much higher than
the guttero

fMAmer i cads nisvery simpguest i
As President, would you support the removal of
TV pornography channels from our cable and
dish networksand make sure the FCC monitors
the filthy languagecurrently in useproviding at
| easlteepdOoObnstead @ a fou

Immediately the screens all registered
AY B.S

The previousquestion was easy to answer,
but Georgia was only biding her time. The next
questiorwas loaded

fiThe people in Red, Montana have
watched as the various political parties have
played dirty tricks for the sake of political gain.
They seem to delight inpping each other apart.
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A Amer | ©@hd squestion is, As
President, would you eveull a dirty trick in
order tomake your partyook good® 0 Geor gi
put her pencil down.

A NOO, nNOO, A NOO, and
onto the screens.

AMany of t he peopl e m
Montanaare retired or sentetired. We have
worked all of our lives to pay the bills, put our
children through college, pay our Federal and
state taxes, and then to try to save something for
our future. A few years agwe could hope to
get 5% on our hard earned money in a CD, but
now the Federal Government has lowetéd
interest rate we can count tma number stow
it is a joke. While the credit card companies are
allowed to charge intese rates verging on
extottion and outright thieverythe government
turns a blind eye The same credit card
companies taxpayers have saved from going
under in 208 are charging exorbitant fees for
various services which are designed to rof th
samepeople who helped them. In@®instance
large credit card company charged a serviceman
in Afghanistan $35.00 four times in one month
for accidentallygoing over his credit balance



TOM HOKE THE INDIAN AND THE COWBOY 91

buying pizza for his buddies While the savers
In our country prudently tryto hang on with
some cashn the bank for hard times, they are
being stabbed in the back by tik&overnment
policies which reward the crooks and handicap
the hel pless. o Georgia b
hair hanging down her face.iiTo boot, the
Federal tax system we use is totalyt of
control. Nobody understands it, not even the
Internal Revenue Service agentpaid to
incorrectlyanswe questions asked by the public
on the IRS sponsored help lines.

A Ame r eleventhgsiestionto you is: If
elected Presidentwould you be n favor of a
flat-tax system based on consumption rather than
1200 pages of incomprehensibleexplcable
nonsense?o0

Georgia watched the screens light up:
ANOO, ANOO, ANOO, MANOO.

For her final question of the night Georgia
focused orthe eyes of thePresidential hopefuls
as she discussed the prol
people have watched as the Government
proposed building a fenadongour border with
Mexico. The American people have watched as
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25 million aliens have slipped across the border
and entezd our country illegally while other
very qualified, educated, patient aliens have filed
the paperwork required fotegal entry and
waited and waited for a responsdiich never
comes Americanswonder if the Government
wanted tobuild a fence to keep tH& million in

or out. Americans recall the Berlin Wall which

di vided East and West Ger

like walls. Everyone has an agenda when it
comes to aliens and the effects they have on our
gred country. People who belie¥ke law is the
law want them out. People whmake use of
their talents andtrongbacksin order to have
cheap labor with little rewargd want them in.
The battle continues, and thanks to a Congress
and Senate who are buyrtifying and battling
over their own party positios, nothing Iis
proposed and nothing is done about the alien
problemo

My twel fth and final
you vote for a planned immigration system
which would identify every alien and allow that
person the right to work in our country so long
as hey showed proof thefpave paid taxes for
the money they earned?90
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Obama punched ANOO, a |
followed suit.

AThank y ou for your t
turning the program over ®Breck Morrison.
il h aem a Real®rfor 28 years 0
Breck annoua e d . AOnce upon a
lived in New York City for twotraumaticyears.
During those two years | learned such things as
honesty, integrity, and fair-dealing, were
nonexistent | watched asgppraisers, eager to
make money, made sure every propert
appraised for more money than it was worth. |
watched as loans were made to people who
di dndt have jobs or even
the downpayment. | watched as Government
loans were handed out to anyone with a Reart
beat. | watched as smlled haneowners were
faced with foreclosureand the mortgageloan
companies mixed and mergadd soldthe loans
until no one wasure who owned what where. |
didndot fit i nto the pictdl
Montana. | returned to honesty, faealing,
and people who wereresponsible for their
actions. Greedy new home builders and
developers, greedy investors, and greedy
homebuyes have continued to ransack
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commercial and residentiakal estatetaking
advantage of loans based on the fact the buyer
has apulse With no money down, no closing
costs, and no basis whatsoever, Mortgage
CompaniesSavings and Loans, and Barti@ve
played a desperate game of chanselling
overvalued homes angambling on the fact if
they are ever caught cheating , the Govemmme
as before, will bail them out, especially if they
mix things up.

AAmericads question 13
elected President, would you support legislation
designed to help homeowners acquire principal
in their homes at a faster rate even if you knew it
would cause chaos in the mortgage lending
business?0

AYESO @ pcpossdhe koard.

Breck immediately took over again.
ARecently a nightly news
the homes owned in America were late on their
payments and stood a good chance of going into
forecl osure. As | so wel
own a homagust because you paid $500.00 for it
at closing. You are not a homeowner until you
have paid for it in full. Since most people move
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every #1/2 years according to the talking heads,
and since most people do
after 23 years of makingayments on a 30 year
loan that they have developed a very small
amount of principal in their home and so far all
they have done is pay interest, the current
system seems to be the problem. This problem
Is exacerbated by Realtors who help drive up
prices,mortgage companies who make risky and
often fraudulentloans, and buyers who are not
only uniformed but downright stupid when it
comes to buying a homeWith nothing to risk
the buyer has nothing to lose.

AAmer i c a0l $ourtepnis simpleo n
As President, would you be willing to put a halt
to the operations of the two most infamous
abusersand losersin the systemwho are
draining the life out of the American real estate
market Fanne Mae and Freddy

President Ob a ma sel ect
Repubican Presidential candidate got a zero for
his no response, and the other twanched
AYESO.

"At the same time the Government was
trying to prevent foreclosures caused by lax
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lending habits to people who didn't qualify to
buy a pup tent, they were encagingfirst home
buyers with a Government grant of @80.
Picture this: the real estate market is dropping
all over the country, and homes previously sold
for $250,000 at 4/2% with adjustable rate
mortgages for 3 years are suddenly worth only
$175,000 The secalled owner of this fantastic
deal put no money down, spent no money of his
own for closing costs, and even received a loan
for more money thathe home was worth, based
on the fact appreciation was driving the prices
upward at an incredible &t When the house
value cratered and the owner couldn't refinance
and the adjustable rate caused the monthly
payment to go to $200 a month from $200,

the new owner, with nothing to lose, baulked
and sent the keys back.

fAmerica's question fifteenis: As
President of the United States would you support
a law requiring a minimum down payment of
20% to purchase lajome?

The responses
ANOO, WANOO, ANOO.

appeared
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Breck began his final question in a slow,
rhythmic voice, building to arescendo as he
finished his statement, n
will not go away until we eliminate the causes.
Mortgage packages sold to investors and then
resold to other investors help hide the greed,
deception, and fraud being perpetrated by banks,
savings ad loans, and mortgage lenders. We
are told the FBI is investigating the problem
with a limited number of agents due to budget
constraints. The billions of dollars thrown at the
problem have done nothing to stop thgystem
from being abused.

A mer i c a ot questiont i€ eAs
President, would you be in favor of a law to
prevent repackaging of mortgage loans unless
those loans were discretely identifiadd could
be trackedn an individualbst s ? 0

Obamads AYESO appeared
by three more AYESO answe
the program over to his friend Dugger.

Dugger, a tall, skinny man with deeet
eyes, had a smile from ear to e#tis smile was
his trademark and he displayed it ofteni My
wife and | have been married 32ars, and we
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have 5 boys and 4 girls who depend on us. We
have struggledto pay ourcar insurance, health
insurance, life insurance, property taxes, federal
Income taxessocial security taxestate income

taxes, sales taxeand wework hard every day
toputfoodom t he table for our
use credit cards, with the exception of a gasoline
credit card for convenience, and we make sure
the balance is paid off on a monthly basis. We

are homeowners because we have paid for our
home in full. W& have watched patiently as our
Government has gone on a spending binge never
before seen in America. o0

fAmerc a0s seventeebt h qu
you understandlVE are the peoplgou work for,
and WE provide the trillions of dollars the
governmentiso casuallf hr owi ng away ?(

All screens instantly showefly E S 0 .

Al f you, the President
understand this simple concept, that your job and
the employment of every Government employee,
including the current House and Senate
employees, the Chairman of the FDIC, and
everyone in the system can be repthaehen
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you fail to perform then America may be on the
road to recovery.o

NMAmerc ads ei ghteenAsh que
President, would you balance the budget during
your first year in office

Al | screens blinked AYE

Dugger paused, ntl84 n c o
the United States Government did something
right. The Treasury Department, for the first
time, haddn God We Trus @ngraved on the
two cent piece and all coinage since has
continued the tradition. There are a few so
called Americans who wantithphrase removed
from our coins. They say we should have a
separation of Church and State. They say we
should do as they say. These samealted
Americans dondét want any
in their lives, and they file law suits against
those whohave theL or d 6 s orRhealgne r
Commandments displayed in a prominent
fashion. With them it isok to burn the
American flag and to stomp on our history of
Christian values If we had these so called
Americans in Red, Montana we would escort
them not aly out of town, but we would drive
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them out of t he stat e, be
themto beAmericanso

RMA mer i c a 0 th quaestiom &:tif goal n
become President, would you use your power to
make sure the American iconic phrade God
We Trusbis not only displayed on our coins, but
al so our paper money?o0

As Obama considered the question, the
ot her t hree men voted, f
broke his cont.eompl ati on.

Dugger had one more statement to make,
and he mde itinaloud and clearwe. A1 t i s
popular in America to quote Abraham Lincoln.
It is also popular in our beautiful country to
misunderstand what Lincoln meant. One of the
| east understood things I
house divided untLlncoint sel f
was nottalking about a political division such as
the Republicans against the Democrats. He was
referring to the forthcoming Civil War, and he
was trying to prevent the

RMAmericados twentieth an
our program tonigt is: As President, would
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you pledge your allegiance to America before
your own political party@

Four screens | it up
Dugger glanced in the direction of Sheriff
Lightfoot and grinned as
| ndi an. 0O

ANow we h a vnswerss thene a
American public can understand. How many are
honest and truthful, well, that is yet to be
determined. Actions speak louder than words.

It has been saitne pcture is worth a thousand
w o r dI§tbat is so, tan @ne video is wortla
million word€d As soon as this presentation is
over, the citizens of Red, Montana have a
presentfor the media representatives who have

traveled so far, not for
Paul Harvey used to say,
storyo, wlomauhheartea M bave ar

video presentation on DVD which, when
displayed in context with the answeggven

tonight, shouldprovide the American public a
candid and vivid reminder
as | say, n o tshod gided clipg 0 . 0
will now be displayed on the screen behind me.

| will provide a bit of the background, but the

videos and the audio speak for themselves.
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Where necessary the audio has been bleeped out
even though the first part of the word might be
distinguishable. We apadjize to those who read

l i ps. O |l ndian held up o
video. i Ro | IC o avép mhg gommanded.

fiRed, Montana not only has WIFI
available everywhere fdree, we also have one
of the finest surveillance systems in the country.
You might @y we have cameras watching
cameras. In this first video you can see our
Mayor, Tom Branson, reacting to a charge of
racism from a voice in the crowd. The video
focused on Branson as a voice in the crowd
taunted: A So you are avidebaci st
zooma in on Branson abke stepped down the
steps from City Hall, and approached the voice
in the crowd. Identifying the man, Branson
picked him up and held him at nose to nose level
and in a calm voice said,
not a racist, but | do dpse what has happened
to America during the past few years. The
honest, hardvor ki ng, as I n 0
members of this society have been the fodder
and the stomping ground for the Republicans
and the Democrats, and the endless graft and
corruption disphyed by our Government, has
been shoved down our throats until we choke.
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We are choked t o deat h!
unceremoniously dropped the man tihe
ground, looked into the TV cameras and

comment ed, nlt | ooks | i KeEe
gathering of the pmple on Tuesday night. |
hope everyone in America

The second video appeared on the big
screen and all the cameras and many millions of
TV sets across America as Sheriff Lightfoot
explained what wanhapgyappen
camperisl rvin Johnson, one of
House doctors. ARPet eds
flashed in the background. The video showed
Johnson approachedy Doc Anderson. The

audowas excell ent, offdedl | o f
his right hand. wihldy 6 aam
yourkdahbnsonds ignored the

AThi s tabl eds plaiaksbowedo Th
Johnson standing up anetlling at the doctor,

AGET LOST COWBOY 0 He raiesed h

and everyonestoppedt®llengpand s P I

turned their attention to the confrontation,

waiting to see what would happen.

AWhat 6s t h 8heriff Lightiobte m? 0
had strolled through the double bar doors just as
Johnson started to get rowdy.
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A Wh o t he hell do you
talking to?06 Johnson turn
Lightfoot.

ARnAre you telling me yo
you are?o Lightfoot qui

Andersondés brief smile.
do you know who thisguy s ? 0

Doc shook his head. f
any idea. But he looks like a dangerous sort to
me . Sure seems unfriendl

The video showed Johnsqulling away
from the Sheriff, therpushing the Sheriff in the
stomachand it ended as Indian handfad him
and led him to the front door.The camera
focused momentarily onvo rather drunk men
coming into Peteds Pl ace
his unruly client off to the local jaiand the
video clip ended.

AShow t he, 0ot hiirgdht Viodé o n
tote man in char ®ecof | pt od
you do the honors on this
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nGladly, thank you I nd
at the huge display and
the video of our Mayor, Tom Branson, picking

up the reporter and then dropping him? thi

major networks reported the man was stomped

and mauled, even though the video showat

really happened The man involved was Guy
Martineau, and | was called to my office because

a local citizen said a man was dying on my front

porch. This video was taken with myoutside

and inside surveillance camesa It shows just

how badly Martineau was injured. Take a look

and | iThevideo stadted.

AWhat can | do for you
as he approached the inert form.

A | t hi nk mw ahdeny necks b r
hurts. I was assaulted
grimaced in pain to prove his point.

ACome into my office a
out, 0 Doc offered, openin

A momentary blank frame or two
appearedandthe video started again.



TOM HOKE THE INDIAN AND THE COWBOY 106

A FI1 r s scanlyour légsto see ifi t 0 s

broken We can alsscany our neck. O H
you going to pay for this
AHow hmuwi | | It cost f o

The patient seemed to be baulking.

AAbout $2, 000, 0 Doc p
seriols face. AEach scan [
brought the scanning equipment toward the
patient who was squirming uneasily on the
bench.

AWait, I donot t hink
money, and | donot have
you make a simple test to see if ithsr o k e n ? 0
Martineau looked perplexed.

ASur e, I have the best
doesnodt cost a cent, 0 Doc
8 foot diamondback rattlesnake onto the bench
with the patient.

The patient leaped to his feet and ran to
the front doo |, scared out o f h i
you do that?o0 he asked, m
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AYour | eg S not br ok
addi ng, AYour Il njury 1 s
the snake. Take a gande]

very realistic rubber snakevith plastic rattles

and put it around his neck like a collar. Then he

| ooked straight I nt o Mart
AYoubdbre cured. No char ge
camera which recorded your sudden recovery.
Now get out of my office.

AThi s Bpoe shaws to iwbat extent
someone in high office will go to in order to fool
the American people. 0 As
explained how the two men in the video had
come into his office complaining about having
swine flu. He hadhoticedthemearlier as hey
enteredP et e 6 s Fhé bad a feelimghey
were lying. A swine flu scare would shaown
the entire town, and th®residential Hopeful
Discussionswould have to be cancelled. The
video showed him explaining to the men they
might need a shot, arafter the doctor brought
out several long needles used on horses, they
broke down on camera and explained it was all
|l rwin Johnsonos I dea. T
what they were told. They had been sent to shut
down the town and cancel the program, but
Doctor Johnson never showed up, so they had a
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few more drinks and went
office instead. Doc could be heard on camera
saying, nGet out of my of
staggered outside where they collapsed on the
porch.

AJohnson wi d & e scnléai mk nho
these two guys, 0 Doc said
we know better. Show t 1}
airplane was pictured in the video as it taxied as
close to the Red airport terminal building as
possible. Three men got out. One was Doctor
Irvin Johnson, the man seen in a previous video.

The other two were the two drunks who had
wandered into Docds offic
flock together, 0 Doc proc

ANow take a -ral press a't t
release which was sent from The White House
BEFORE anyone in Red, Montana could vyell
Aswine fl u. o Thehopwaess r
swine flu virus was sweeping the town of Red,
Montana. The press releasas paused so it
could be read clearly

Doc looked around the roomd When we
realized what washappening, and we saw
Obama was trying to weasel out, Indian sent this
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emai | t o Jackson Monr oe,
staff.

Please make sure Obama attends our
Presidential Hopeful Discussiongomorrow
evening. There is no swine flu in Red, Montana.
Be sue to put out an announcement your
previous news bulletin was a mistake and there
Is no swine flu in Red, Montana. We have video
of two of the swine wholéw in here yesterday
to create a health problem, and they have
confessed to being setup by yaund Doctor
Johnsonso the President would not have to
C 0 me . Pl ease donot mi s s
Obama tohearAmer i ca 6 s Alpa;jasb | e ms .
i n case you donodot we ai m
have avideo of their arrival at the Red airport
terminal on the samefficial plane with your
Doctor Irwin Johnson. Doctor Johnson is a
guest in the Red, Montana jail. Have a nice
flight. -SheriffLi ght f oot 0

Several hours latethe requestedVhite
House press release was sent indicating there
was no swine flu in Red, &htana, and
everything was fine for
The White House press release was displayed
for all to read.
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n We want everyone t o
happened the past few days. Doctor Irwin
Johnson was pitched in the calaboose, and his
roommate at first was big 300 pound guy
named Cesarwhom we portrayed as the town
drunk. Cesar Martinez has been one of our
finest deputies, and he is the jailer most of the
time. The video camera hidden in hielt
buckle picked up some very interasg
conversations which we will release at a later
date. o

Doc motioned to a Montana state trooper
whose badge read simptferrelia AThi s
Officer Tim Terrell. He is one of theestlaw
enforcement officers in our nation. Terrell just
finished his second tour ofctive duty in Iraq,
and he came back to his jalmd his family only
two weeks ago. Officer Terrell will present the
next video. o Doc handed
control.

AThankso Tebalcpointed the
control and started the vide. AThis 1s
wor k, o Terrell was obvi o
gleaming black and white Montana high speed
Dodge Charger nt er cept or . Al t v
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but thatods wusually enough
see the blackmousineis speeding at 90 in a 70

mph zone. Watch as | stop the speeding
vehicle. o A siren sounde
red and white lights could be seen in the
darkened rear window of the black car as the car
slowed to a stop. Immediately a man jumped

out of t he b a e land ptarteds e n g e
yelling obscenities at the police officer. The
obscenities were bleeped out so often they
seemed like one long bleep bleep bleep. Terrell
carefully checked out the license plates as he
waited for his backup officer. The backup

arrived in tvo minutes. The video showed how

Officer Terrell had asked the man to step back

into his vehicle, and the man refusethe \deo

then showed the irate foodlouthed well dressed

man being handcuffed and taken to jail.

AWhen we got  hlismledt o | ali
At turned out t his mano:
him to be Jesse Arno, aRepublican Party
representative. He was arresd for failing to
obey a police officer, insulting a police officer,
and resistingarrest Jesse Arno went into the
same cell with Irwin Johnson and our
undercover of ficer, Cesa
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officer paused andhandedthe control back to
Indian

fWe have a county judge, Samantha Rose,
who has been responsible for making sure the
bad apples are removed from our barrel.
Samantha was jogging the other morning and by
accident she discoveredraiten apple He was
painting graffiti on the walls of Cewral High.

Her e i's the videpushed Sher

play. The camera on his cruiser had captured
vivid pictures of the graffiti, as well as the man
who was trying to hide his face from the camera
as Samantha held a tight grip on his collar.
A T h iasis bouis Fairmont. Heaid he was an
independenteporter. We were able to identify
him as one of the two nmewho arrived with
Jesse Arno, so scratch another one from the
Republicanpublic relationslist. You can see
him, at our request, painting aveéhe words

i Ob a ma medantato anake Red, Montana
look like a bunclofr aci st redneck

AThe other man who
Arno can be seen plying his trade in this video
taken at City Hall which was broken into as he
apparently searchedn vain for the questions
which would be asked today. He is Jack Ruston,

f

C

0]

€
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and if you happen to see him outside by Red
Cloud Park, there is a re

Sheriff Lightfoot completed his part of the
presentation and gladly passed the conbaxtk
t o Mayor Tom Branson.
Montana thanks you for allowing us to make
your concerns about the future of our country
known. We hope and pray we will be
instrumental in the rebuilding of our great
nationo

)]

Branson pausednda d d e ldhave oné
SPECIAL BULLETIN for the massmedia
representatives Two GREAT Americans are
being added to the list of candidates runnimg
the 2012 Presidential Election Indian for
President, and Doc Anderson for Vice President
Doc has always said{Give it back to the
Indiansb when something has gone wrong.

Well something has gone wrong, B0 w6 s your
chance The name of their party will be the

~

Al ndian and Cowboy Party.

The auditorium erupted in applause and
cheers. As the speaker odsyste
Bl ess A me r i stuaned potential e
candidates wandered ouldian and Doc stood
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at attention with their hands over their hearts,
backed up by 75{dyoustownspeople.

Outside in Red Cloud Park a North
Korean journalist was hanging for dear life
the belt ofJack Rustonthe man who had broken
into City Hall. After being dragged for 50 feet
like a cowboy being dragged by lalldogged
steer the North Korean flashed a V the North
Korean TV camera as Ruston was subdued,
handcuffed, and takemtjail. The j ournali
heroic activity earned him a $100 bill and a free
breakfast at J o0 d itoe says Bi g
nothing ofhis statusas a North Korean national
hero forthe capture.

As things wound down in City Hall,
Mayor Branson, the Indian,nd Doc watched
carefully as the last citizen from Red, Montana
left the auditorium.

ASure i s hot i n here,
Branson agreed, wondering why Montana was
sohot in the winter.

A | kwhy w | ndian replied
the thirty 150 watt Ibod lights in thestage
ceiling with 300 watt floods. Seemed like a
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good idea to makall those politiciansweat a
bit.0
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Chapter 15

Eagle Lake, Montana, Wednesday, October 13, 2010

The lightweight monofilament line whispered

as it whirred lazily three times through the crisp
Montana morning air in a slow motion ever
increasing S pattern. Like a feather the line
gentlylandedflat on the smooth surface of Eagle

Lake, and a tiny handrafted brightly colored

green fly barely penetrated the surface
accompaniedbg oft o6plinkd sound
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Theplinkwas i nstantly rewa.l
fly rod bent from a good strike. The trout leaped
high out of the cool clear water, and it was a
beauty.

A Ha ! Dlaughed as he reeled in the
monster. ARnGotcha now, I n

The trout turned dowstreamand with a
massive last effort ripped off almost all the line.
Doc glanced down at his reel as the remaining
portion of line slid silently into the water.

AFne President you wi/l |
an angry look at his fishing companion.

fYou have to cheat t o v

AT uwuarbmo ut S fair pl ay
countered.

ADid you wever get al |
your jJjail?06 Doc asked.

AYup. We fwoulgl o made t hey

damage to their respective causes if they were
free. So we called a press conference and let
them be interviewed for an bo before we
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turned them loose. We also played the
interesting undercover videos Cesar made. The
unemployment line go | onger I am
Lightfoot seemed relieved.

AWhen 1 s our shewfor prin
America as candi dates?090
Indian to check the calendar he carried in his
head.

nlt starts as soon as
fishing contest , gsponded.gbacf oot
twisted his red mustache on both sides and
| aughed: A At | a&ttacked toy ou |
your pol e! o Then he sug
Indian off guard as he glanced at Lightfaofly
rod anOrdoaiyd,u?id

If they had known whaivas happening in
the news and in Washington, @, they would
have quit fishing and gone into hiding.
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PART II: THE FOX AND THE RABBIT

Chapter 16

NearChinatown, San Francisco, Californiaatbrday;
Octoberl6, 2010

Ping Ch s t i rbgdrooomnoendo walls
displayed a myriad of briglyt colored flashes
and soft tones reflected from the tv2d inch
LCD monitors as he calmly gazed from one to
the other. While one monitor showed a list of
compromised computers in various states and
countres, the other monitor indicated the target
for Pingds | atest hack.
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From the computer on his left Ping had
selected a computer located in Birmingham,
Al abama for todayos Tr o]
The target was the website for the American
Embassy in Quito, Ecuador, South America.

Ping had noticed the Al
website depicted an American flag next to an
Ecuadorian flag He had downloaded the jpeg
file showing both flags side by side. Using his
digital graphic skills he had carefully removed
the Ecuadorian flag and inserted another
Americanflag.

Ping cheked his prepaid cellular
telephone lik to make sure it was turned on.
Ping had watchedthe screen of the computer in
Alabamaasa hyperactive 9 year old boy named
Michael played endless video games-lioe.
Ping sent the flag graphic to the pictures fon
the compromised computer. Then he sent a
message to the screen of
iNewvi deo games, click her e

Ping watched in amusement as Michael
clicked on thefiNew video games click her@®
link. Instantlythe compromised computer sent
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out the doctoredflag graphic toa Norwegian
internet file forwarding service site which
relayed itto the American Eméissywebsitein
Quito. Ping smiledas the Ecuadorianflag
disappearedfrom the site replaced by two
American flags.

To finish the hack and make sure no one
could trace theorigin; Ping sent a command to
the computer in Alabama to delete the graphic
and allincoming andoutgoingfiles previously
sent.

In Alabama Michael continued to play his
video ganes He had no idea his computer had
been used to change a website in South America.
Ping wondered how soon anyone would even
notice the two American flags.

Ping Chu was born in Los AngeledHis
wealthy Taiwaneseparents were Ked in a car
crash when he wak). Chu wasnowl8. He did
not have a ,dpassporgor gosial | i c e
security card. He received a monthbash
payment from the trust fund his parents had
establihed, but he had no bank account,
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insurance, or any yblic record. Ping was a

loner, and he preferred to remain anonymous.

His parents had talked often about the mainland
Chinese communist government and how they
were a threat to theholeworld. Chutrusted no

one, and even though heas friendly with hs
neighbors,pr ovi ding a ohell 060
Ping Chu preferred to remain in the shadows.

Ping had purchased the prepaid cell
phones no questionskistasked
for cash. He always paid cash, for his groceries,
for his clothes, and forhe computers he
assembled in his 728quare footone bedroom
condo just outside Chinat

Pingods Nor wegi an I nt e
service was one of the best in the world,
receiving and forwarding-mail and electronic
data for anyoe willing to pay thehigh price,
and then erasing all traces the exchange had ever
occurred. Ping didnot t
always used a Trojan horse computer a thousand
miles away t o movthroughias dnar
forwarding link first. Hed i d n é the woid k
Ahacko. He made sure hi.:
used only one time, and he deleted all files sent
tot he computers Hisgrepdiborr o
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cell phone links allowed him to be invisibéend
untraceabl®n the internet

Following his successwith the flag
graphic, Ping createcanotherpiece of art. He
retouched a famous photo of Marilyn Monroe,
addinga large mole on her right chedlising a
Trojan horse in New Jersey, and his Norwegian
service, he posted the new photo on a
Hollywood websitededicated to her memory.
The results were beautiful, at least to Ring

Two or three yeardefore while hehad
beenshopping for new flat screen monitors in a
video store,Ping had watched children as they
used the store computescontactfree internet
game sites. Thewereobsessed with the games
as their parents wandered about and did their
shopping. Ping realizedbiwv easy it would be to
contact children online through theinternet
gaming sites and take control of their computers.
Saurday and Sunday mornings parersned
over their pricelessupposedly securgectronic
toys to their kids to keep them amuset@ihose
were the day®ing planted a variety of programs
on their machines. His Trojan horses were
everywhere.
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Pingknew row to hack intaany computer
system The programs he wrote could
instantaneously collect and store the
identifications and passwords needed etater
almost any internet site on earth. There was no
such thing as securitgnd he knew it.

Ping alwayssignedtwo tiny words at the
bottom right ofhi s cr eati ons:
blended the words into the background so they
barely showed. This was hosly sign of vanity

After a short nap, doud knock on his
front door brought him back teeality. Ping had
few friends, and no one came to vidiim
because he discouraged personal contact.

With the security chain in plagePing

cracked the docaindaskeds o f t | vy, f Who

A petite blue eyethlonde girl looked back
andcommented with a sile: | t 6fis me ,
| have a pizza delivery here féhe Fox Is that
youd

Raltk
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Chapter 17

The White House, Washington, D.Saturday October
16, 2010

AL ooks like some of the papers have me on the
cartoon page, 0 President
MaxStone hi s new chief advi :
to get me out of the funnies and back into the

news. Your predecessor, Jackson Monane

his dumb croniesgot me intothis mess, now

what areyou going to do toget me outo He
glared atStoneand waited for a response.

A Mr . President, I have
the situation since last Tuesday. It looks like the
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negative publicity is not
Max spoke in a firm voice.

Adne 0 t he President s cC
our trick. We invented the concept of declaring
things are getting better when everything has
gone to hell. Dondot try
me what you have planned ¢t us out othis
badpublicityp i t . O

A We | | Mr . wehave soinedp&amst |
to discredit that Indian and his cowboy friend in
Mont am@nepaused and added,
remember the movie about the gay cowboys?
Take a |l ook at this photo
color photo of Sheriff Lightfoot arm in arm with
Doctor Anderson, smiling fondly at each other
as they headed for the auditoriumWe could
put a headline over it reading:MONTANA
LOVE AFFAIRb

ARnSo your plan i s to an
t hey are mays?oeyeB@bafl ash
disapproval.
Al t hought It mi g ht h €
Max replied.
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AAIl you will end up doing is alienating
the gay vote, which is something | have tried to
cultivate. I donot appr
What elsedoyoh ave?0

Max dropped eye contact with the
President as he suggeste
sound bite of Sheriff Lightfooteferring to you
as a nblacko man. That ¢
raci st remar k. O

AwWhat in hell do you t
scowled at '8 new advisor . A Wt
challenges me and my authority, they do that
because they are obviously racist. But when
someone calls mhepdVidl gok
about half rightWecandét run with t
and hope to make any yard

A MrPresident, the United States news
media have been very helpful with some of their
headl i n displayediourkaentheadlines
from Washington, New York, Los Angeles, and
Miami papers.

One of t he headl i
PRESI DENT | NS UL S EHbwed: Ot
AMOBAMA TREATED LI KE SWI N
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AOBAMA NEVER HAD A CHANCEO
nOBAMA: THE BEST CHOI CEO

Unfortunately the international press
wasnot S 0 kKind. Ma x h a
papers from London, Paris, Moscow, aRdme
whi ch showed: n G BOABMMAVIAB O M B
LI ES AGAI NoO; ATRUTH AND
REDO; and Al NDI AN SCALPS

AMis doesnot hel p! o C
the negative news from around the worldl.T h e
international press is only trying to sell
newspapers. o

Stone cringed at each word GOdma
uttered He trieda newappr oac h. A We
another sound bite where Sheriff Lightfoot is
referring to you as being full of yeknow-what
when you were getting off your helicopter in the
mi ddl e of that pasture. o

ARnSo what do youmel an
walking through 8 inches of cow manure to the
delightofeve y red neck cowboy
Obama smirked.
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nwel |, Bight use Wameland
Security tocheck the personal file®r Sheriff
Lightfoot and Doctor Andersan Maybe we
could find somethig in their history which
would tarnishtheir image? It might not be
accurate, but the news media will buy and print
anything we distribute, t

A Max, Hi tl er taught th
the bigger the lie, the more believable the story.
Saounge around and find something in
Lightfootds past or i n D
which the world wild/ bel i
the fact they made a fool out of me when | was
in Montana. Now ishetime for them to feel the
heat. Your last suggestioms not legal, but it
mi ght wor k. | didndét t el
on your own. Now doi t Obamaturned and
strodequickly out of the room.

Max opened his cell phone and dialed a
friend who worked for Homeland Security.
ACharl i e, | getanmet all yhe u t o
information possible from your files on Sheriff
Lightfoot and Doctor Anderson in Red,
Montana. | want the good, the bad, and the ugly,
especially he latter. Put a rush on it.
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Chapterl8

Ping Chuwas completely caught off guard by

the brazen blonde who wanted to know if he was
AThe Foxo. phissibly&nowe orc ou |l d
suspect him. He recovered his composure
quickly without an indication on his
expressionlesé a c e . A | didndt or
replied, ignoring the question.

The young lady who called herself Rabbit
tapped the mole on her C

you think | | ook | i ke Mal
she removed the fake mole from her right cheek
and | aughed. AComon Ping

pizzads geandnigdmohuangry.
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Chu was absolutely stunned. How did she
know what he had done? Who was she? Was
she from the Government? Was she from the
FBI or the CA? How did she know his name?
He slid the chain outf the lock and openetthe
door.

fnCome i n, Rabbit, o he ¢

She glanced around his small condo, but
she acted as if she had been there before.
Walking into the kitchen she grabbed a steak
knife and plunged it into the pizza, cutting four
huge slices. Shput twosliceson hisplate and
one slice on another plate for herself.

ADo you have any wine?
widened with her question, and she raised her
eyebrows to accentuate the need.

Still in shock, Chu lifted a bottle of Pinot
Noir from a wine rack over the refrigerator.
AYou do the honors, o0 she
the man of the house. 0 S
look as he opened the bottle and poured two
large glasses, setting them on tti@ing table
which was only meant for a couple of pb® at
most.
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AWho are you?o Chu s
nervously took a sip of the wine and a bite of the
pizza.

AMy name is Bunny Hal e
just call me Rabbit. Since | am your friend, you
can call me Bewdutedheé pizzao o . 0

as if she had not eaten in a week, washing it
down with a mouthful of wine.

AYou askedheFdd | Ilamdono
know what you meandChu pretended to be
confused.

ACome on Ping,o0 Rabbive me
smiled an all K is bowiyoug s mi
sign the graphic changes you make on websites
around the world. By the waypu did a lousy
job on the American flag in the Quito, Ecuador
jpeg. Padof the |l etters AThe
right corner are hard to read. You should not
have used a white text over thdite stripes in
thef | ag. o

AAre you with the FBI ?¢
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A No, | 6m wi th YOU! o
quietly, sipping on her wine.

AAre you with Homel and
tried again.

n No, I am with YOU.
| think what you are doing is marvelous. You
have a lot of talent, and you have an amazing
way of changing the information on the internet.
| like what you have done because you have
done it in a nondestructive way. Most of your
hacks have been funny instead of mean, so you
do have a sense of humor. Three days ago |
watched when you took down the porno website
from Azerbaijjan. That was amazing! One
minute it was odine, and the next it was
replaced by an animated Mickey Mouse cartoon,
and there was no way for the webmaster to even
get back into his own site again. You had
changed the login and the password. That was

brilliant! o R a bldndethairb r u s h
on bot h si des and wai t e
guestion.

Ping unfroze his face long enough to give
her a stern | ook. noOK, \
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want from me? Do you want money? Is this a
police sting operation?
AYoui,mg Prepl i ed. Al wa
you on some ideas | have, and to put it bluntly, |
dondt have the expertise
Al s o, t o ma k e a point,
expertise to do the thing

AHow did you find me?o0
eyes.

Both blue eyespoured directly into his
face and she sdiamdahamfiBy
radio operator. A few years ago | had several
crosspolarized high gain satellite antennas at
ground level and | decided to see what would
happen if | plugged the into a scanner |
modified to listen to cellular telephone calls. |
discovered a whole new worlda world
oblivious to the fact every word uttered over a
cell phone can be copied, recorded, and used in a
thousand different waysl! lived at home, but |
moved to an apartment when | graduated from
High School. | now access two antenna systems
remotely, and | use my computer to provide the
interface which displays the transmitters and
receivers | use, 0 Rabbit
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AYou G&hayi dacci dentub, w h
mean?o Chu could barely

fiDaily at5 p.m. downtowrSan Francisco
becomes very interesting. The lawyers are
coming out of court, and the first thing they do is
get on their cell phones and discuss everything
t hey shoul dhaydthink bceana iss e
listening. The prostitutes are arranging their
dates for the evening via cell phone; Alice a
housewife is discussing when her husband will
be away so her boyfriend can come over, and
politicians are providing some wonderful insight
into who they really are viaell phone It is a
ver bal adventure gone Wi
another sip at her almost empty wine glass
before Chu could offer a refill.

AA weekagol was rotating the high gain
antennas | use to capture cellular conversations
when | accidentally came across an
unidentifiable signal. | couldonly find the
regional cell tower where the signal was
generated. The signal was a digital signal
recordel it. When | played it back through my
computer,the signalappeared to be sent to a
computer in Omaha, Nebraska. | was able to
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trace the signal as used the Omaha computer
to forward a digital program to an internet
forwarding site in Norway, thendls't it . 0

As Rabbit continued, Chu listened
intently.
Al played back the oric
computer. It pinpmted the origin of the porno
site in Azerbaijan. | checked on the internet to
see why it was sent there, and all | found was a
Mickey Mouse animated cartoon. | laughed
when | saw what youahad ¢
thumbsup sign to Chu.

A But how did you find
totally perplexed.

Rabbit threw him a look of triumph and
explained, Al coul duti dent
the antennas were too far away from your
location to hear your transmit frequency, so |
hopped in my car and took Hensyi t h me . 0

AHenry?o PuzzIl ed, Chu
on his open hand.
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AThis gadget here, 0 Re¢
black plastic box foma pocket She plugged in
atinyloopant enna and Getyaumed i

cel | phone, O andeas €Clmmma n c
reached over and turned [
di al a number . 0

The moment Chudialed three green
lights lit up brightly and the very setige
direction finding receiver set on the same
frequency as his cellular telephone output, made
a low buzzing sound. Rabbit turned they
loop antennaat a right anglgo the cell phone
and the signal dropped off markedly.

AnSo all | e boatohuedfie justl 0 , 0 ¢
get close to your cellotver and then DF your
signal. It was coming from Unit 204 0

AHow di d nyo un aknmeo?w

il asked i n the |l easin
| had a pizza delivery for Unit 204 and the agent
sai d, 0 Bihg, Chu, to ydurbright when
you get off the elevatoro

AMore wine?0 Ping offer
might be better to have a friend than a foe,
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especially when confronted by such a formidable
female.

NnSur e, t hanks, 0 Rabbit
alotofwor k to do. 0

i What kind of wor k?0 C
she meanteal work

RnA few days ago did vy«
reports from Red, Mont ana

AEverybody saw that t e
Chu replied.

fiYou and | are going to combine our
talents and help that guy Indian and the Doctor
win the nextelection. | have a plan we can use
to help the American people get rid of tlsers
who are running andr ui ni ng t his C
Rabbit smil ed yaosu swhiet ha snkee”

Alt i sndét every day a
a Rabbit.o Chu seemed res

ARCount me i n!o
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PART Ill: RETRIBUTION

Chapterl9

The black van with darkly tinted windows was
exceeding Montanads speed
40 mph as itflashedover a hill into the radar

trap. Officer Terrell motioned for the van to

stop, and it pulled to the side of the vacant
highway. Terrell was withut backup, but when

he ran thddaholicense plate and it checked OK,

he approached the driver
came down.

AWhat 6s the hurry?o0 he
he reached for the ticket pad in his pocket
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The driver raised a Taser gun amed an

electronic dart into Officer Terr@ s chest.

Immediately Terrell was on the ground and
incapacitated from the stunnin§0,000 volt
shock. The driver stepped out, looking carefully
up and down the highway. He walked to the
patrol car, turned ofthe revolving red lights,
then using alength of lead pipe he beat the
video camera to pieces, along with the radtte
threw away the keys to the police cruiser, and
walked back to the officer on the ground. He
smashed the officer with the lead pipe, hitting
him four times to make sure the officer would
not respond. He left the officer in a pool of
blood in the middleof the highway, turned the
van around and drove over several hills to a
lookout spot in the middle of nowhere.

Pouring gasoline over the van, the driver
waited until he saw the helicoptapproaching
before he torched the recently stolen vehicle.
The helicopterlandeda safe distance from the
blazing van He climbed aboard. The
helicopter turned and sped away.

Tom Branson, Mayor of Red, Montana,
was hunting in the Red Mountains. He had been
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gone 4 days, and he had no luck. He had fired
his 3006 only once and he missed because the
qguarry jumped at the last moment. The weather
had turned rugged, and the snow was getting
deeper as he decided to give it up fobetter
day. It took him several hours to get back to the
main road where his jedmad been parkedAs

he approached he could siesh tracks in the
snow around his jeepHe reached to his belt and
pulled out his VHF radio which allowed him to
talk with the dispatcher in Red.

nRnGet me Lightfooto His
he wasworried

ASur e, Tom. Hang on. o
put him through to Sheriff Lightfoot.

Al ndi an, | 6 m noto a h
Branson said into the mike.

AWhat 6s the matter, M a
your mantel piece?o0 Li ght

Al think someonehas beemessing with
myjeep 0 Bransonds anger ove
here now, and bring your fingerprikit with
y ou. | 6m at the turnout
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Al 6m on my wapyt, tbe Li gt
transceiver on his belt clip and was out the door
and into his cruiser befortne dispatcher could
make a comment

When she did speak, s h
canot seem to get Of fi cel
He should have checked in
hi mself today. o

ACheck the recorded 1|
the internet. Geback to me when you locate
hi m. o Lightfoot knew eve
not onlyhada video camera aboard for recorded
history, but also the camera was connected to the
internet and transmitted a continual live signal
which could be reviewed later in s®the main
camera failed to function.

At 120 mph it took Lightfoot 10 minutes
to reach Branso6s | eep. Branson
close to the vehicle

nGet away from the ] €
ordered, motioning Branson to get back.

AWhy, wh atByassomasked g ? 0
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ARLetds just say | have
Sheri ff responded. Al nd
sense you know. 0 He grin

Carelul not to mess up the tracks around
the jeep,Sheriff Lightfoot looked througtihe
driver 6s .s iEvesythinglooked @ky
He followed the tracks around the front of the
jeep. The footprints in the snowlended
together as if someone had stopped there.
Kneeling down in the snow, Sheriff Lightfoot
looked under the front bumper. A surprised look
crossed his usuakxpressionless face as he
quickly stood up and joined the Mayor.

AWhat 6s wrong?0 Branso
did you find?o

Als your l nsurance pai
asked casually.

ASure, 0 Branson repliec

Lightfoot moved his patrol car behind an
outaopping of rocks 100 yards away. With
Branson behind him wondering what he planned
to do next, Li ghtfoot ask
rifle a minute?o0 The Ma
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rifle, and the Sherifffired one round into the
jeep bumper.

The vehicle explogdasa gigantic fireball
soared 200 feet into the clear Montana sky.
When the smoke and flames endadd the
debris came back to eartimere was nothing left
except achunk of the spare tire.

Branson looked in disbelief at the charred
remai ns. nDoes this mean
their el ected official ?0

Before he couldanswer yesthe radio on
ght anobdaeaced, ASheri ff
e dispatcher I mmedi at el

Lightfoot s qu e ez ed Lightooot mi k e,
here. o

ASheri ff, I j ust ran t

for Officer Terrell. It shows he stopped a black

van nearthighways 43 and 56. The video shows

a man tasering Officer Terrell, then approaching

the police cruiser with d&ad pipe in his hand.

Then the video goes blank. | think Officer
Terrell is down ancdheeds assistance. Can you
help®
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Lightfootds black eyes
Al have Mayor Branson with me. We are on our
way. o0 Lightfoot tamd ned
siren and headed for the last known location for
Officer Terrell.
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Chapter 20

Sheriff Lightfootodés patr
intersection othighways43 and 56 and made a
screechingsliding turn to the right onto 56. As
theysailed over the hill at high speed they could

see Officer Teronthd rights pol
side of the road, and they could see a body in the
center of the highway beyond the cruiser.

nGet me a helicopter a
NOW, 0 Li ght fodis mikebiaOrfkfe dc eirn
Terrell i s down. 0O
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Slamming on the brakes and skidding to a
halt, the sheriff and the mayor both leaped from
the <car and ran for Terr
pool of blood was starting to dry up in the cold

winter air. Lightfoot feltf or vi t al sign
got a pul se, and heobds sti
him, just cover him up.o

Branson took off the coat he used for
hunting and covered Terre
keep him from going into shockSomeonéeat
the hell out of him. His arms look brokenbut
thebleedinghas stopped 0

The sound of the Medivadelicopter
arrived before the machine was in sighthe
chopper landed and two medics carrying a
stretcher ran toward them.

AHow are his wvital S C
men asked

A We a k , but good, o She
replied. nGet him in to
as you can.o

They carefully placed the injured
patrolman on the stretcher and hustled him to the
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copter, loading him on a special platfomside
They wavedgoodbye and were out of sight in
seconds.

AWho would do such a t
watched Sheriff Lightfoot for a response.

AProbably the boabpe pec
trappedyour jeep and probably the same people
whomade al l t hat smoke. 0
toward the distant illside where black smoke
was still rising into the cloudless sky.

ALet 0 s c Oeedhing is for swran t .
this I ndian is about to go
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Chapter2l

Doc Anderson had been monitoring the police
radio all morning. When the helicoptezached
Central Hospital he was in the emerggmoom.

He had plenty of help. He was briefed and then
quickly examined Officer Terrell. Terrell was
beginning to make moarg sounds, which was a
good sign. Doc could tell immediately both
arms had been broken close to the elbow.
Apparently Terrell had thenilitary conditioned
reflex to cover his head from the blows. His
vital signs were stable.

Terrell opened hishazé eyes, blinked
twice at the bright lights, and seeing the good
doctor with a halo around his headyeakly
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acknowl edged, Al canot b
you are here. Where am |
his arms, but quickly gave up.

AYou have t wo broken
concussion, iDbdDdogogairc.mem
anything?o

il remember t he face
tasered me, 0O Wkentltwabsobn of f €
the ground he was tiyg to beat my head into
the concrete. | put my arms over my head
guess that might have sav

A Do y ou recal |l anythi
Anderson questioned.

Al remember the tattoo. He had a
diamand shaped tattooon his right wrist. 0
Terrell was beginning to feel the sedative.
Before he drifted dfhe salited Doc.n Thank s,
Doc, you saved me. 0

Doc smiled through his heavy mustache.
ANope, | ndi an andandthe at b i
medicssaved you. | just provide shelt@r old
troopers. o
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Forty five miles to thesouth Sheriff
Lightfoot and Mayor Bransonhad finished
examining the burned out hulk of the black van
Officer Terrell had stopped. The license et
were charred, but Lightfoatalled his dispatcher
and she informed him she already had checked
those ldaho plates, artdere was no report of a
stolen vehicle with those plates.

AMaybe, 06 she suggest ed
been reported yet because the owner is on
vacatonor doesnot know t he
stol en. I 61 | keep an e
reported inthe nexefw days. 0

ADo me a favor and pu
Weather stationand get John Farmer on the
| i n &hedff Lightfoot waited with the
microphone on his knee.

AnHel |l o | nd?idanJdohn Hovar r
always was blunt in his greetings.

AJohn, c an kyoyour dctivik e a
weather highway view from the satellite about
an hour ago?0o0 Lightfoot

nSur e, what are we | ook
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fAbout two milessouthof theintersection
of Highway 43 and 6 we are looking for a
helicopter. Not sure what dogon it may have
come from. o Lightfoot 0
door to get some fresh air into the police car.

nGi ve me a few fastecond
forward through the video. T ladio went
silent for 20 seconds. Finalyo hndés voi ce
through the spek e r : Al welcke a bt
and ablack helicopter close by. A man jumps
into the helicopter, and the helicoptee ave s . 0O

AWhich way did it go?o0
nilt made a wide circl e,

Blasset ArFor ce base Ther eods
around for 200 mil es. o

AMmManks, John, [ oy | e X [
regardst o your new bride. o
turned the radi o, gl a

of f
faceancdaskeq fYou ready to fly

Al Om ready wBransonwas u ar
always ready for anything.
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Lightfoot turned on his red light and siren
and put his foot to the floor. The 400
horsepower machine raced down the highway
toward a United States Alforce base 5@niles
away. It would take @ minutes to reach their
target. Hopefully they would be in time.
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Chapter 22

Hong Kong, China

The bright red capital letters 8 feet high read:
0SATSUN MANUFACTURI NG COl
As the leading manufacturer of electronic voting

mac hi nes, prodets waren tesowned
worldwide, both for their low cost as well as

their accuracy. Of the three potential contenders

for the United States voting machine market,
Satsun Manufacturing had an edgBuring the

period when voters in the United States were
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going crazy over voting machines and chads
Satsun had been busy designing keypads and
electronic voting machineshich weresimple to

use as well agfallible. At the same time their
marketing representatives were busy infiltrating
the system from alldirections and all angles,
with special paid trips arrapg to Hong Kong

for Republican and Democrasenators and
congressmen alike.

The latest electronic voting machines
made in Hong Kong were being demonstrated in
malls across the United State¥.oung children
were allowed to test their voting skills and the
accuracy of the machines. More than 10,000
machines were used as demos for the American
public. Satsurelectronic votingmachines were
well acceptedand one of the best features was
they coutl distribute the vote count directly
through the internet to a central computer,
resulting in a more accuratand faster vote
count. Electionresultswerefaster than ever

In Beijing the Chinese government was
more than aware of the importance of aetely
counting the vote for an American election
quickly and accurately. Not only was it a chance
to make a great deal of money with another
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Chinese product, it also would show the world
how China has risen to the top of the electronics
market for productothertha hi | dr ends t c

On the 78 floor of the Blue Moon Office
building a special task force had been
established to develop and promote the voting
machines. One member of the task force
worked directly for the Chinese Security Office.
The otler members were not aware of that fact,
and they treated him like everyone else. His
name was Jin YungJin Yung was a genius with
electronics of all kinds. He had the equivalent of
a doctor 6s degr ee I n
Electroncs and Computer miniatuation His
role at Satsun was to make sure the keypads
used in the voting machines sent to the United
States were the best in the world. He was
responsible for developing the keypads from
scratch, making sure even the finger pads felt
good to the touchral were ergonomically fun to
use. It was up to Jin Yung to keep the
manufacturing costs low to maximize profits.
His position within the company was Vice
President of Marketing. His real purpose was a
well kept secret only known to the Leader of
Ch i n aonmunist party, and two close
advisors.
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Jin Yung worked on the keypad night and
day, using special lightweight materials and
special electronic circuits to make the keypads
accurate and reliable. The United States
Government was potentially plamg to
purchase millions of the machiné&sr the 2012
Presidential electian

Jin Yung would make sure everything was
ready on time.
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Chapter 23

Blasset AifForce baseMontana

The guard on duty at the entrance gabe
Blasset Air Force base opened the gate wide
when he recognized Sheriff Lightfoot and the
Mayor from nearby Red, Montana. Lightfoot
aimed the cruiser toward the airfield wlhc
appeared vacant at the moment. stepped in
front of the control tower. Quity they took an
elevatorup four stories and exited into the flight
control room. Lightfoot spotted an officer he
knew from a recent fishing trip.

ACaptain Mar shal |,
Lightfoot pleaded, unconsciously making a face
when he said it.
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AnHow can | hel p you | nc
quick response.

AHave you seen a bl ack
takeoff in the past two h
to one side to let another officer through the
narrow passageway.

ASur e. They came thro
hour ago. 0 Mar shall nod
and added, AThey fuel ed
t hat aMegginted to the south.

2

They who?0 Sheri ff Lic¢
Alt was a speci al Cl /
Gover nment mar Ki ngs. I
were, but theywere cleared by security. They

were in a hurry, something about an accident
investigation. Would you like to talk to the
security offi toeked2avardal he C

corner of the building.

the desk with all the computers. Gsk him.

He knows more than | do. o
AThanks Mar shall . o

Branson moved to the corner desk where Bud
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Johnson sat with his feet on the desk. When he
spotted themhe quickly movedhis feetto the
floor.

i S o,d wagjust thinking aboutvacation.
What can | do for you gen

A 1 Shenff Lightfoot and this is Mayor
Branson from Red. Wedr e
was in the black helicopter you allowed through
security about an hour ag

AThey were CIlA. They
credentials and said they were on a special
mission involving a crash and they needed to
refuel and leave as soon as possible. | let them
through. | have a video of their chopper and the
government numbers on the side. | also have
photos of each of tme. Let me showyou the
tapeo Johnson moved to hi
pushed the button. Instantly the screen filled
with a black helicopter, white markings as plain
as day. It was ClAandthe photos of the men
were clear.

ACan | have petop8heii
Lightfoot asked.






